
The Belgian non-resident 
Ambastsador to Kabul, Pierre 
Van Haute, presented his cre- 
dentials to the President of the 
State and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud at 11 a.m., 
on March 10, at Gul Kfaana 
Presidential Palace. 

The Deputy Foreign M'inister 
for Political Affairs, Waheed 
Abdullah, was also present. 




The non-jiresident Ambassa- 
dor of Ghana to Afghanistan, 
Paul Boakye Duah, presented 
his credentials to the Presid- 
ent and Prime Min^tei^ Mo- 
hammad Ilaoud at 11 a 
March 24, at the msidential 
Gul Khana Palace. 

The Deputy Foreign Minist- 
er for Political Affairs, Waheed 
Abdullah, and Chief M Piresi- 
deial Office, Mohammad Akbar 
were also present. 
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The President of the State 
and Prime Minister Mohanun. 
ad Daoud, received the Pakist- 
ani Minister of State for Forei- 
gn Affairs and Defence, Aziz 
Ahmad, at the Foreign IVBinis^ 
try at 5 p m. on February 2. 

During this time Aziz Abmad 
delivered to the President of 
the State and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud the invita- 
tion of the Pakistani Prime 
Minister, Zulfikar Ali Bhut- 
to, for the participation of 
Afghanistan in the Islamic 
Summit Conference. 




The President of the State 
Prime Minister Mohammad 
Daoud received the U S. mem- 
ber of the House of Representa- 
tives, Peter H. Frelinhuysen, at 
the Gul Jihana Presidential Pa- 
lace at 4:30 p m. on February 20. 

The Deputy Foreign Minister 
for Political AffaixH Waheed 
AbduUali, and American Am- 
bassador here, Theodore Eliot 
Jr. were also present. 




11 




President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud received 
tile Indian Deputy Defence Mi- 
nister, Govind Narayan, and 
some of the meml^ers of the 
Indian military delegation 
which visited Afghanistan at 
the invitation of Defence Min- 
istry. 

The meeting at the Fresiden. 
tial Gul Khana Palace, on 
March 12, was also attended by 
Deputy Foreign Minister for 
Political Affairs Wahid Abdul- 
lah, Chief of Staff of the Af- 
ghan Army Gen. Abdul Karim 
Mustaghni, and the Ambassa- 
dor of India to the Republic of 
Afghanistan. KL. Mehta. 



/ 




President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud, held a ba- 
nquet for Indian Deputy Defen- 
ce Minister, Goyind Narayan, 
and Indian Military delegation 
at the Foreign Ministry recep. 
tion hall at 8 p.m., on March 
14. 

The banquet was attended 
by Deputy Prime Minister Dr. 
Mohammad Hassan Sharq, 
Mohammad Naim, Cabinet me- 
mbers. Chief of General Staff 
Gen. Abdul Karim Mustaghni, 
ranking military officers of 
the army, Indian Ambassa- 
dor here, K.L. Mehta. 
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President and Prime Minist- 
er Mohammad Daoud received 
the President of the Soviet 

Economic Delegation, Sergrefi 
Barisovich Astrovsky, at 11 
a.m., on March 4, at the Presi- 
dential Gul Kihana Palace. 

In the Meeting, the Presid- 
ent threw light on the prevail- 
ing economic conditions in the 
country as a whole, and made 

mention of the objectives 
of the Republic of Afghanistan 
in overcoming economic prob- 
lems. 

The President of the Soviet 
Economic Delegation in turn 
promized the President of the 
Delegation's efforts in expand- 
ingr economic cooperation bet- 
ween the two countries. 



* * 




The President of the State 
and Prime Minister Mohammad 
Daoud received the delegation of 
UNESCO for Higher Engineering 
Education for central and south- 
em region of Asia at the Gulkh- 
ana Presidential Palace on March 
25. 

While talking to the UNESCO 
delegation the President of the 
State and Prime Minister said 
"Afghanistan is a developing co- 
untry and has many difficulties. 
However" said the President, 
"we have confidence that with 
the energf of our youth, the po- 
wer of science and knowledge and 
with consultations and exchange 
of views with scholars of friendly 
countries we will overcome these 
difficulties." 

President Dauod expressed ple- 
asure over the conference in Af- 
ghanistan of the Association of 
Higher Engineering Education 
and added that the participants 
of the conference will have a ple- 
asant stay here. 

"Though in our country we do 
not have many things for you to 
see, what we have we offer you wifli 
good will and sincerity** mM Ppedd- 
ent Daoud. 

One of the members of the 
conference, on behalf of oth^r 
nartidpants. exnressed gratitude 
for the hosnitalitv accorded them 
and said that "our countries are 
also develoning and have many 
problems." He affirmed that con- 
sultations and exchange of views 
win prove vmfvA for these coun- 
tries to O!verco!ii€ proMews 




Moon Rock Sample | 
For Science College | 

Because of the special interest, the Presi- f 

dent of the State and Prime Minister Moham- 1 

mad Daoud has in scientific and educational I 

affairs of the country, the sample of the 1 

moon rock which had been presented to him g 

by the President of the United States, through » 

the American Ambassador, here, was given E 

through the Education Ministry, to the Coll- % 

ege of Science, Kabul University, for their f ' 

scientific use. g 

The moon rock, which is of special scienti- J 

fic value, will be kept at the College of Scien- f 

ce for the study of scientific circles. 1 

""'"III It!ll"il!lllill|||iliil""ll!|llll|||lllli lillllllllllillllillilllllllllllllllllllUilliiilillliliilll^^^ 



President Daoud Expresses 
Profound sorrow over 

Assassination of "' ' 
Maul aw i Shamsuddin 



The President and Prime Mi- 
nister Mohammad Daoud on the 
teasion of the aissassilitti^ 
Maulawi Shainsuddin ^ Vk^ 

President of the Provincial As- 
sembly of Baluchistan, has ex- 
pressed his and the people of 
Af|ll«i!staiii*s profound sorrow to 
thfe kr^^v^fl fainSly of this na- 
tional freedom fighter ma has 
pra|He<i to his soul. 

The Associated Press of Pakis- 
tan from Quetta and AFP from 
Islamabad, quoting the official 
authorities, repufted tbat Kaji 
Maulawi Shtmiiiiin was mur- 
dered. 

Maulawi Shamsuddin, who was 
one of the members of Jamiat- 
ul-Ulamai Islam Party, who pre- 
viously was a member in coa- 
lition Itsi^W^t ©f Baluchistm, 
ai^ wm ail iSiNwiiat %t iiilfiicar 




Ali Bhutto and his party, was 

persons 
near Qalai Saful- 
travtUtng in hi% to 



in Zhiiil 

lah whi^le 
Fort Sindi. 

Maulawi Shamsuddin who was 
martyred by the enemies of Pa- 
shtun and Baluch peoples, was 

one of the freedom fighters and 
supiorters of tiie rifhts of Pash- 
tun and Baluch and strong oppo- 
nent of the Pakistani ruling 
party. 

He did not abandon his strug- 
gle for obtaining the rights of 
his Ijeople despite the pressures 
aili threats of the ruling autho- 
rities of Pakistan. Maulawi Sh- 
amsuddin belonged to Jamiat-ul- 
Ulamai Islami Party which has 
fuUv identi^l, -^W^^ with the 
itt&nal Awamai Party. 




President Daoud 
Sends Messages 



The good will messages ot President and Prime Minister 
Mohamifiad Daoud were submitted to the leaders of Bulgaria 
and Czechoslovalsia by Deputy Foreign Minister for Political 
Affairs Waheed Abdullah 

* * * 

President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud sent a co- 
ngratulatory telegram to President V.V. Giri, on the oc- 
casion of National Day of India. President and Prime Minister 
also sent a message of felicitation on the occasion to Indian 
Prime Minister Indira Gadhi. 



President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud sent a 
congratulatory telegram to Australian Governor General Paul 
Hasluck on the occasion of Australian National Day. 



* * * 

A congratulatory telegram was sent on behalf of the Presi- 
• dent of the State and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud to Bu- 

lent Ecevit on the occasion of his appointment as Turkey's 
Prime Minister. 

* * * 

President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud sent a co- 
ingratulatory telegram to Soviet Prime Minister Alexei Kosi> 
gen on the occasion of his "JO**^ birthday, and his acquiring 
of Order of Lenin and the Title of Hero of Socialist Work. 

* * * 

On the occasion of Kuwait National Day a gongratulatory te- 
legram was sent by President of the State and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud to Amir of Kuwait His Royal Highness, 
Sabah-al-Salem-al Sabah, 

^ sj: ^ 

President and Prime Minister Moliammad Daoud in a tel- 
legram to General Secretary of the Soviet Communist Party^ 
Leonid Brezhnev, the Chaiman of the Presidium of the Supre- 
me Soviet, Nikolai Podgorny, and the Chairman of the Soviet 
Council of Ministers, Alexei Kosygin, congratulated them on 
the occasion of 53rd anniversary of the conclusion of the Afgh- 
an-Soviet Frienship Treaty, and expressed the conviction that 
ties of Friendship and good neighbourliness, and all sided and 
fruitful cooperation which exist between the two friendly and 
neighbourly states, will be strengthened and expanded in the 
future. 



President Daoud 



Sends Massages 

Following is the text of the message sent by President and 
Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud to the Soviet leaders on the 
occasion of 53rd anniversary of the conclusion of the Treaty of 
Friendship between Afghanistan and the Soviet Union: 



"Excellency Leonid Brezhnev, 
General Secretary of the Comr 
munist Party, Excellency Niko- 
lai Podgorny, Chairman of the 
Presidium of Supreme Soviet, 
and Excellency Alexie Kosygin, 
Prime Minister of the Soviet 
Union 'Moscow: 

**On the occasion of 53rd ann- 
iversary of the conclusion of 
Friendship Treaty between Af- 
ghanistan and the Soviet Union, 
I offer my own and the Go- 
vernment and the people of Af- 
ghanistan's heartfelt congratu- 
lations to your excellencies, the 
government and the People of 
the Soviet Union. I am fully 
convinced that relations of fri- 
endship and good neighbourli- 
ness, and all sided and fruitful 
cooperation which exist betw- 
een the two friendly and neigh- 
bourly countries, will be fur- 
ther strengthened and expan- 
ded in the future. . ♦ 

"Wishing prosperity and fur- 
ther progress of the friendly peo- 
ple and nation of the Soviet 
Union. 

"Mohammad Daoud. 
Hoot 9, 1352 ' 



Following is the reply telegram that the President and 
Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud recieved from the Soviet 
Leaders: 



"Excellency Mohammad Da- 
oud, President and Prime Mini- 
ster, Republic of Afghanistan, 
Kabul 

"We sincerely thank you for 
your warm message of the 53rd 
anniversary of the Soviet-Af- 
ghan Friendship Treaty which 
has had a profound role in con- 
solidation and development of 
good neighbourly relations bet- 
ween the two countries. 

"We are convinced that rel- 
ation of friendship and fruitful 
and all sided cooperation bet- 
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ween the Soviet Union and the 
Republic of Afghanistan will 
be further strengthened and 
consolidated, and vdU be exp- 
anded in the interests of the 
peoples of the two countries 
and world peace. 

"Wishing further success for 
the government and the peo_ 
pie of tihe friendly Afghanist- 
an for the ensuring of their 
new life. ♦ 

"Leonid Brezhnev, Nikolai 
Por-orny, Alexei Kosyffin 

"Mtscow March 5, 1974" 



President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud in a te- 
legram to Turkish President, expressed Ms deep regrets over 
the loss of 345 lives as a result of the crash of a Turkish air- 
liner near Paris. 

On the occasion of the Moroccan National Day, a congratu- 
latory message was sent on behalf of President and Prime Mi- 
nister Mohammad Daoud to His Majesty Malek Hassan II to 
Rabat. 

« H: $ 

A congratulatory telegram was sent on behalf of President 
and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud to President of Ghana, 
Col. Ignatius K. Acheampong, on the occasion of his country's 
National Day. * 

* * * 

A telegram of sympathy was sent by the President of the 
State and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud to Algerian Pre- 
sident Houari Boumedienne, on the crash of the plane in 
which a number of the Algerian journalists were killed. 



A congratulatory telegram was sent by President and 
Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud to Brazilia on the election 
of Ernestto Geisel as President of Brazil. 

^ ifs 

On the occasion of the advent of the New Year a congra- 
tulatory telegram was sent by President of the State and 
Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud to His Majesty Mohammad 
Reza Pahlavi, the Shahensha of Iran, and Iranian Prime Mi- 
nister, Amir Abbas Hoveyda. 



On te occasion of the National Day of Pakistan, a congra- 
tulatory telegram was sent by President of the State and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud to Pakistani President, Fazle El- 
ahi Chaudry in Islamabad. 

* * * 

The President of the State and Prime Minister Mohammad 
Daoud, sent a congratulatory telegram to Bucharest on reelection 
of Nicolae Ceasescu as State Council President of Rumania. 



CABINET APPROVES 



BUDGET FOR 1353 

The Cabinet in its meeting, on March 19, presided over by 
the President of State and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud, 
approved the regular and developmental budget of the year 
1353 for the Republican Government of Afghanistan. 

The Finance Minister, Sayyed Abdul Elah, said in the bu- 
dget for 1353, there is an increase of some 12 percent in the re_ 
venues, and more than 10 per cent increase in the developme- 
ntal budget compared to the year 1352. 



CABINET APPROVES 
AFGHAN HEALTH 
PROGRAMME 

The Cabinet in a meeting, on March 5, under the chairman- 
ship of the President of State and Prime Minister, Mohamm- 
ad Daoud, approved the Afghan Health Programme. 

The Afghan Health Programme, prapered in accordance 
with the policies of the Public Health Ministery, entails work 
in preventive and curative madicines, as well as in other rela- 
ted areas. The Programme includes regular and developmen- 
tal medical and health operations. 



Trade Development 
Programme Enforced 



The Programme of Trade De- 
velopment was enforced after 
approval of the Cabinet and sanc- 
tion of the President of the State. 

The basic aim of this Program- 
me, as it was explained in the 
Address to the Nation of our na- 
tional leader, in line with the po- 
licy of the Republican State, is 
to raise the living standards of 
the people. 

A source of the Commerce Mi- 
nistry said that Afghanistan as & 
developing country, and having 
comparatively low per capita in- 
come, has to rely more on foreign 
trade for obtaining hard curren- 
cies. This situation creates fav- 
ourable grounds for establishin^r 
<exDort oriented industries. 

The basic aim of this Program- 
me, the source added, is to raise 
the standards of living for the 



people of the country through in- 
creasing national production, str 
engthening the position of prod- 
ucers and safeguarding the con- 
sumers. 

The economic policy of the go- 
vernment, based on mixed guided 
economy, is that involvement of 
the state in reflecting national 
interests and guiding the privatn 
sector towards sound activities to 
comply with the national inter- 
ests, said the source. 

Further elaborating on the aims 
of the Programme of Trade De- 
velopment and future activities of 
the Ministry of Commerce, the 
source said that development oi 
exports, regulating the foreign 
and domestic trade, transporta- 
tion and transit will be some of 
the future goals. 



WORK BEGINS ON 

SETTING UP 

TWO STATE FARMS 



At the instruction of the Pre- 
sident and Prime Minister, Mo- 
hammad Daoud, work began, on 
February 24, on construction of 
two new state mechanised farms, 
entitled Jamhouriat and July 17, 
farms. 

The Jamhouriat Farm will in- 
clude 2386 hectares of land in 
Pakticot area, and the July 17 
Farm will cover 1450 hectares of 
land in Lachapur area. Lands of 
both farms are parts of the lands 
reclaimed under the Nangarhar 
Agricultural Development and Ir- 
rigation Project. 

In his inaugural speech, th" 
Deputy Agriculture and Irrigati- 



on Minister, said it is a pleasure 
to see work on two new mecha- 
nised farms started by a number 
of patriotic young men on a vo- 
luntary basis at a time when the 
country is making a determined 
headway towards construction 
and development under the lea- 
dership of the founder of the 
new order of Afghanistan- Presi- 
dent and Prime Minister Moha- 
mmad Daoud. 

The Nangarhar Development 
Project, including land reclama- 
tion and production of hydro-el- 
ectricity, was undertaken in 1960, 
when our national leader Mo- 
hammad Daoud, served as Prime 



Minister. Today, after constructi- 
on of Ghaziabad and Hadda State 
Mechanised Farms, work begins 
on construction of another two 
such farms, at a time when Mo- 
hammad Daoud leads the nation 
as Head of State. 

The Deputy Agriculture and 
Irrigation Minister added that it 
is the first time that profession- 
al and adminisrative officials 
undertake practical work, along 
with workers and tillers, and this 
development will have a profo- 
und impact on national construc- 
tion efforts, he added. 



843 FAMILIES RECEIVE 
PUBLIC OWNED LANDS 



On the bases of the policy statement of the 
President of the State and Prime Minister, is_ 
sued in the form of the Address to the Nation, 
in which .it was said that the public lands, will 
be distributed to the landless, the distribution of 
lands in the Nangarhar Valley Development 
Project began on January 30, to the landless pe- 
ople of Shinwar. 

■ The Bakhtar reporter from Jalalabad rep- 
orted that for 843 landless families the distri- 
bution of lands in the Pasool district which am- 



ounts to 9006 jeribs (two jeribs makes one acre) 
began for the first time in canals no. 25,26 
27 and 28 vicinity. . t 

The Bakhter reporter interviewing some of 
the people who* wfere entitled to recieve the st- 
ate owned lands, reported that they have expre_ 
ssed gratitude for the decision of the govern- 
ment. The reporter said that the distribution of 
state owned lands to the landless is an impor- 
tant means of overcoming the people's difficul- 
ties and developing their economic conditions. 



TWELVE LAWS PROMULGATED 
DURING LAST EIGHT MONTHS 



From July 17, the day Afghan- 
istan was proclaimed a Republic, up 
to March 2, the Prime Ministry 
has issued 12 decrees and regula- 
tions, which have been published 
in the Official Gazette. 

A source of Legislation Dep- 
artment of the Ministry of Jus- 
tice said the laws and regulations 
which came into force, followini-: 



the establishment of the Republi- 
can Regime , cover handling the 
trial of civil servants, appointm- 
ents^ promotions, transfers, reti- 
rement and dismissal of judges, 
education organisation and ref- 
orms, appointment of governors, 
police and gendarmarie laws. Re- 
gulations pertaining to various 
aspects of work of the Ministry 



of Information and Culture, re- 
gulation governing operations of 
the Central Crime Investigation 
Department, traffic law, and cus- 
toms law. 

The source said all new laws 
and regulations have been publi- 
shed under separate covers and 
put at the disposal of those In- 
terested. 
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SUBSIDIES 



To ensure the interests of the majority of 
the people in the country, and maintaining the 
prices of imported goods stabilised during the 
Afghan year 1353, the Republican Government 
of Afghanistan will subsidise the consumers of 
basic commodities to the tune of one billion 
afghanis. 

In order to safeguard the interests of the 
majority of the people, for the civil servants 
to benefit from stabilization of the prices 
and to avoid intensification of infla- 
tion in the country, the Republican govern- 
ment of Afghanistan has resolved to under wr_ 
ite the balance of imported goods. This will 
maintain the present prices of petrol, diesel 
and sugar. 

The edible oil will also be exempted from 
customs duties, and there will be a reduction 
of between 25 to 50 per cent in taxes on impor- 
ted cotton and ray on textiles which are not of 
luxury types. There will also be a reduction 
of 75 per cent of customs taxes on printing and 
writing paper so that the majority of the peo- 
ple would benifit. 

Every one is aware that the prices of ess- 
ential consumer goods have gone up in the in- 
ternational markets unprecedently. For inst: 
ance, the cost price of sugar for the govern- 
ment is nearly Afs. 50 per kilo, while it supp- 
lied in the local markets at Afs. 24 ptr kilo. 

The annual consumption of sugar in the 
country is 80,000 tons. If the transportation 
cost of people and goods and city bus fares 
are fixed on the basis of current oil prices in 
the world markets, the transportation cost of 
men and goods will increase by some fifty per 
cent and this increase will adversely affect the 
prices of food commodities and other essential 
goods. 

The prices of edible oil, textiles, and paper 
have increased in the world markets by over 
hundred per cent 



According to the Bakhtar New Agency, the 
people in the capital city as well as in provin. 
ces, have welcomed the decision of the Repub- 
lican government in subsidising the imported 
essential commotities to th.e tune of Afs. 1,000 
million. The people have described this move 
as a manifestation of the good wiU of our na- 
tional leader, and the government's sincere 
desire for the public welfare- 

The Bakhtar reporters, quoting a num- 
ber of educated and learned people, said that 
at a time when the prices of consumer goods 
in the international markets are skyrocketing, 
the Republican government has decided to un- 
derwrite Afs. 1.000 million during the next 
Afghan year. 1353, for welfare and benefit of 
majority of the people. 

This move once more proved that our na- 
tional leader gives priority to taking progres- 
sive measures towards the welfare of the people. 

The people of the country are under the im- 
pression that the reduction of 75 per cent in the 
taxes of paper will prepare the ground for tak- 
ing wide and positive steps towards literacy 
and -education in the country. ' 

Also i maintaining the prices of petrol, de- 
izel arid sugar at present levels will play a 
prominent role in ensuring the intertsts of the 
majority of the people. 

Likewise, the exemption of customs taxes, 
on imported edible oil, which is needed by the 
majority of the people, has pleased all comp_ 

atroits. 

The Bakhtar reporters added that the peo- 
ple in the country were concerned about the 
rise of prices of consumer goods in the world 
markets. However, the decision of the Repub- 
lican government, to maintain the prices of 
essential commodities, at present level during 
the next Afghan year, have delighted the peo- 
ple. 



KU Veterinary College 
Revived as New Faculty 



9 

• On the basis of the proposal of Education Ministry, appro- 
•val of the Cabinet and sanction of the President of the State, the 
S College of Veterinary Science was revived in the University of 
•Kabul. 

J A source of the Kabul University said that the Veterinary 

• Science College will accept one hundred students this year. It 

• will have a 20-member teaching staff. 
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- Visits India 




Presidential Envoy, Mohammad 
Nairn, before his departure for 
New Dellii from Kabul Air- 
port. 



At the invitation of the Indian Govern- 
ment, Mohammad Naim left for a friendly 
visit as special representative of the President 
of the State and Prime Minister. 

Mohammad Naim was accompanied on 
this visit by Deputy Foreign Minister for Po- 
litical Affairs, Waheed Abdullah, and Deputy 
Chief of Protocol Anwar Nauroz. 

The special representative of the Presi_ 
dent of the State and Prime Minister Moham- 
mad Daoud arrived at New Delhi on February 
25. The information sources of India, report- 
ting this, added that the Indian Foreign Mi- 
nister Swaran Singh, Foriegn Secretary Kewal 
Singh and other Indian officials welcomed 
Mohammad Naim at the Palam Airport. 
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Mohammad Nairn had talks with the In- 
dian Foreign Minister Swaran Singh on Feb- 
ruary 26, the Indian sources reported. He also 
met and held talks with the Indian Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. 

Mohammad Naim. the special emissary of 
President and Prime Minister Mohammad 
Daoud, returned to Kabul on February 28- 
During this visit Mohammad Naim met Presi- 
dent. Vice President, Pii'me Minister, Minis- 
ter of External Affairs, and other Indian per- 
sonalities, and held talks on subjects of inte- 
rest of two nations. 

The President's Envoy was welcomed at 
Kabul Airport, on his return, by Deputy Prime 
Minister Mohammad Hassan Sharq, members 
of the Cabinet, Chief of Staff Gen. Abdul 
Karim Mustaghni, and the Charge d'affaires of the In- 
dian embassy. 



PRESIDENT'S ENVOY 

Mohammad Nairn the special 
emissary of the President of the 
State and Prime Minister Moham- 
mad Daoud left on March 26 for 
Iraq, on an official and friendly 
visit. 

He was seen off at the Kabul 
Airport by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Mohammad Hassan Sharq, 



Mohammad Nairn ^ special en 
voy of the President and Prime 
Minister of Afg^hanistan, met 
Indian Prime Minister, Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi, in New Delhi, 
on February 25. 



VISITS ARAB COUNTRIES 



Cabinet Members, Chief of Gene- 
ral Staff Abdul Karim Mustagh- 
ni, Kabul Mayor Dr. Ghulam Sa- 
khi Noorzad, Ambassadors of Ar- 
ab countries and some ambassa- 
dors residing in Kabul. 

Mohammad Nairn was to pay 
official and friendly visits, as spe 
cial emissary of the President of 



the State and Prime Minister, to 
Iraq, Libya, Algeria, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia, at the invitation of 
the respective countries. 

Mohammad Naim was accom- 
panied on this visit by Deputy 
Foreign Minister for Political Af- 
fairs, Waheed Abdullah. 
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PAZHWAK 



ATTENDS 



ISLAMIC 



SUMMIT 



MEETING 



Afghanistan participated in the Islamic nations Su- 
mmit C onference which was held at Lahore in Febru- 
ary. The invitat'on for participation was conveyed to 
President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud by 
Pakistani Defence and Foreign Minister Aziz Ahmad 
in the course of a visit to Kabul. 

The Ambassador of Republic of Afghanistan to 
New Delhi, Abdur Rahman Pazhwak attended the con- 
fereni^e as personal emissary of the President of Afgha 
tiistan, He also attended the conference of foreign min- 
isters as ht^d of the Afghan delegatioru 

Pazwak paid a courtesy call on Pakistani Prime 
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, at 5 p.m^ on February 
is. The Pakistani Prime Mdnister met Pazhwak at 8 
p m. on the same day at his residence. 

On arrival a* Lahore, speaking to newsmen, Pazh- 
wak said that the delegation of Afghanistan at the 
invitation of Secretariat of the Islamic Simimit Confer- 
ence and the government of Pakistan, has come to La- 
hore to participate 'in the meeting of the Islamic For- 
eign Ministers and Heads of State and Government, and 
lis thankful for the invitation and the reception accorded 
at. . 

Answering another question, Pazhwak said that the 
Ccnlcrence should discuss no other subjects than the 
Middle East issue. 

Elaborating on this point, Pazhwak added that the 
participants should try to discuss topics on which there 
's ceonsnsus of opinion, and refrain from bringing up 
controversial topics. 

In reply to another question, in regard to the poli- 
tical difference between Afghanstan and Pakistan, Pa- 
zhwak said, of course Afghanistan has pohtical differe- 
nce with Pakistan, but Afghanistan does not wish to 
have this differnee brought up in the Conference. 

Pazhwak further said that Afghanistan has sp^ial 
interest in the cause of Arab, the return of their terr- 
itories, and restoration of the rights of the Arab people 
of Palestine and the Afghan delegation will do every- 
thing in its power in the conference for its success 
in the way of restoration of the rights of the Arabs. 

The Pakistan Times Daily, on Feberuary 19, carr- 
ied the foUowiing item on remarks made ■ by Abdur 
Rahman Pajhwafe, the Head of the Repubilc of Afgh- 
anistan Delegation, and the personal ernissary of Pres- 
ident and Prime Minister Mohammad EJaoud, on arri- 
val at Lahore airport; 

Abdur Rahman Pazhwak, Afghanistan Ambassador 
to New Delhi, who is leading his country Delegation to 
the Islamic Summit, said on arrival in Lahore.. .that 
Afghanistan attaches great importance to the confere- 
nce. 

His Delegation, he added, will cooperate "Without 
exception' for the Coferencec success as it is aimed at 
resolving the Middle East problem. 

"Despite a 'politcial difference' with Pakistan, Af- 
ghanistan's main consiideration for participating in the 
Islamic Summit, according to him, was that in view of 
Ills coimrty's ties with Arab countries and Muslim cou- 
ntries as a whole, she could not remain out of it. 

" 'Fortunately' Pazhwak added, 'apart from the 
invitation to the Summit through normal channels,' a 
kmd anvitaation was recieved from the Pakistan Gover- 
nment and we were very happy to reciprocate with the 
same spirit. 

"The Ambassador said that his country attaches 
great importance to the solution of the Middle East pr- 
oblem, not only because Afghanistan had close relat- 
ions with the Arab countries, but also for the reason 
that ?he considered a solution of the Middle East pr^^- 
blem essential for world peace and ecurity. 

"Answering a question, he said that every country 
wanted to strengthen the solidarity of the Muslim wo- 
rld but the scope of the Conference was confined lo 
examining ways and means in support of Arabs as far 
as the stuation in the middle East was concerned. 
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He added that hi's country's understanding was 
that the Conference had been convened solely for the 
purpose of examining the Middle East sifuation and 
no other problems are on the Agenda yet". 

Abdur Rhman Pazhwak, in Lahore, answering the 
question of Bakhtar correspondant on remarks made 
by Pakistani Inerior Minister, Khan Abdul Qayeum 
Khan, on February 17, who afetr welcoming the par- 
ticipation of Afghanistan at the Lahore Conference sa- 
id that Pakistan was hopeful of mutual goodwill w'tti 
Afghanistan and wished that Afghanistan by disj.-rding 
the Pashtunistan claim should strengthen her friendly 
reiatic ns with Pakistan, said if Khan Abdul Qayeum 
Khan really wished the friendship of Afghafu.s-ati and 
Pakistan, he should not have welcomed the Afghan De- 
legation with such words on the eve of its arrivel in Fa 
1 istan. 
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Presidential Envoy. Pazhwak, 
delivering a message from Pre- 
sident and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud to Pakistani 
Prime Minister, Z.A. Bhutto, 
in Lahore. 
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The people and government of Afghanistan hct\c 
friendly feelings towards the people of Pakistan, but 
unfotrunately personalities like Khan Abdul Qayeum 
Khan constantly.' obstruct the consolidation of the frie- 
ndship, said Pazhwak. 

Further elaborating, Pazhwak said that Khan Abd.'l 
Qa^/eum Khan fully understands that it is no longer po- 
ssible to conceal the demands of Pashtuns and Baluchis 
and these people know Khan Abdul Qyeum Khan very 
welL 

Answering another remark by Pakistjini 'r 'ci 'or 
Minister that the government of Central Occupied Pash- 
tunistan is not "in hands of aliens, Pazhwat said the po- 
Mtoning of one Pashtun or Baluch at he head of a 
Government dose not mean that the government is not 
at the nands of aliens. During the Brifi-.-i rule in tne 
sub-continent a number of the people had hands in 
the government, but those who were the real servants 
of their people were in prisons. Is not the s.itaation to- 
day the same in Pashtunistan? 

Khan Abdul Qayeum Khan was not right to bring 
up this tissue in the Islamic Conference, said Pazhwak, 
because the Lahore Conference is convened solely for 
discussion of the problem of the Middle East "Ho- 
wever, we attach no importance to such remarks. Afg- 
hanistan has been and will be wanting the solution of 
the question of self-determinaton of Pashtun and Ba- 
luchi brethren through negotiation and peaceful mea- 
ns," said Pazhwak. 
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Following is the statement 
by ambassador Abdur Rahman 
Pazhwak, si>ecial envoy of the 
Head of State of the Republic 
of Afghanistan to the confer- 
ence of the heads of state and 
government of Islamic count- 
ries, delivered on February 22. 
Pazhwak was the third spea- 
ker at this night's plenary se- 
ssion of the Conference. He 
was preceded by Syrian leader 
Hafezul Asad, and Libyan Pre- 
sident Moamar alCJaddafi. 
* * * 

Mr. President: 

As Special Envoy of Moham- 
mad Daoud, the Head of State of 
the Republic of Afghanistan, I 
have the honour to represent Af- 
ghanistan at this gathering of 
Heads of State and Government 
of Islamic countries. 

My first duty is to convey the 
greetings of Mohammad Daoud to 
the He^s of State and Governm- 
ent of the Islamic countries and 
their representatives present at 
this Conference, and to express 
his wishes for the success of the 
Conference in the interest of 
world peace and security, and the 
welfare of the Islamic countries. 



The Head of State of Afghanis- 
the world in the fields of con- 
solidating friendly relations, pro- 
motion of understanding, the ex- 
pansion of cultural and economic 
relations and in any other vital 
field, and to exert practical ef- 
forts for safeguarding world pea- 
ce and security. 

Afghanistan duly respects the 
principles of the United Nations' 
Charter, observes the principles 
laid down by the Afro-Asian Con- 
ference and particularly, as the 
oldest non-aligned nation, adheres 
to the resolutions adopted by 
the Non-aligned countries. All 
these are in the interest and wel- 
fare of humanity, and in com- 
plete accordance with the spirit 
of Islam. We are satisfied that our 
international policies are under- 
stood and appreciated by all frien- 
dly nations, particularly the Is- 
lamic countries. 

The Delegation of Afghanistan 
is very happy by the recognition 
of Bangladesh by Pakistan and 
will be very pleased to see the 
great Islamic Nation of Bangla- 
desh take its rightful place among 
the other Islamic countries and 
thus enhance the importance of 



this historic Conference to the 
ce to us. Today, more than ever, 
we are hopeful that realisation 
and acceptance of realities will 
become predominant in our reg- 
ion and the rights of all people 
of this region struggling for their 
self-determination and independ- 
ence, will be respected, and thus 
their aspirations be attained by 
the adoption of peaceful policies. 

Unfortunately, even with the 
independence and recognition of 
Bangladesh, fears and apprehen- 
sions of imminent dangers in all 
parts of this region have not been 
alleviated. We hope that the go- 
vernments of this region, in acc- 
ordance with the dictates of rea- 
son and adherence to the humani- 
tarian principles and commands 
of the sacred faith of Islam, re- 
cognise their grave responsibilit- 
ies and prevent the reoccurrence 
of any other tragedy similar to 
the one witnessed in Bangladesh, 
by relinquishing policies that can 
not but lead to such misfortunes. 

The recognition of Bangladesh 
by Pakistan gives us every reas- 
on to hope that realism and jus- 
tice have entered our region and 
that it will result in the realisa- 



tion of the rights of all its peo- 
ce was proposed solely for the 
purpose of supporting and con- 
firming the position of the Arab 
world agamst Israel and for the 
eradication of the consequences 
of Israeli aggression. Afghanist- 
an which has supported, and 
will continue to support the Arab 
countries, at any time, and at any 
place, with all possible means, did 
not wish to remain outside the 
endeavours to achieve this aim. 
I would like, therefore, to thank 
the Government of Pakistan, as 
the host country of the Confer- 
ence, for extending a friendly in- 
vitation to Afghanistan in addi- 
tion to the invitation sent by the 
Secretariat of the Islamic Confe- 
rence. We have accepted the in- 
vitation of the Pakistan Govern- 
ment with gratitude and in the 
same spirit that it was extended. 
Mr. President : 

The problem of the Middle Ekst 
does not concern the Arab coun- 
tries and Israel only, but it is the 
most important international pr- 
oblem confronting the world to- 
day. Obviously, the special inte- 
rest of the Islamic countries in 
this regard cannot be denied; but 
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tan wished to personally partici- 
pate in this Conference and meet 
the esteemed personalities pre- 
sent here, and express his heart- 

*^felt wishes for further consolida- 
tion of friendship and close re- 
lationship between Afghanistan 
and other Islamic countries. Such 
a desire has always existed among 
the people of Afghanistan thro- 
ughout their history. However, 
with the establishment of the Re- 
publican Regune in Afghanistan, 
which emanated from the spirit 
of Islam, this desire is even grea- 
ter and stronger than ever before. 
The Government and people of 
Afghanistan are deeply tou- 
ched by the warm reception ac- 
corded to the Republican Regime 
by the Islamic governments am- 
ong other countries of the world. 
1 avail myself of this special and 
opportune occasion to once again 

, express our deep sense of appre- 
ciation. 

Upon the instructions of Mo- 
hammad Daoud, the Head of Sta- 
te of the Republic of Afghanis- 
tan, I state, with all sincerity of 
intention and practice, that the 
Republic of Afghanistan is ready, 
more than ever, to cooperate with 
the Islamic and other countries of 



Muslim world. 

It is a great honour for me to 
express on behalf of Mr. Moham- 
mad Daoud, the Government and 
the people of Afghanistan, our 
sincere congratulations, not only 
to the people and government of 
Bangladesh, but to all particip- 
ants of this Conference. Bang- 
ladesh, under the able guidance 
of its great leader and true rep- 
resentative, Sheikh Mujibur Rah- 
man, is a result of events and 
realities which in the view of 
the Afghan people merit greatest 
respect— even more so as it is 
the reward of its people's strug- 
gle for self-determination and the 
realisation of their lawful rights 
and independence. The great sac- 
rifices made by the people of Ban- 
gladesh in this endeavour deser- 
ves the highest position in the 
history of nations and peoples. 

We, shall, on this momentous 
occasion, try to forget the great 
tragedies endured by our breth- 
rens both in East and West and 
simply hope that the lessons lear- 
ned by that experience will for- 
ever be bom in mind. 

Peace in the world, specially in 
this particular region to which we 
also belong, is of great import an- 



ples. For in the same way that 
the consequences of unjustice can 
not be confined to one region, the 
rule of justice, too, cannot be lim- 
ited to one particular area. We 
therefore, also congratulate Pa- 
kistan on their recognition of 
Bangladesh and appreciate this 
demonstration of goodwill. 

I would like to express the 
thanks of the Afghan delegation 
for the warm reception and hos- 
pitality accorded us by the peo- 
ple and Government of Pakistan. 
Inspite of a political difference 
existing between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, the people of Afghan- 
istan have brotherly feelings for 
the people of Pakistan. The Go- 
vernment of Afghanistan hopes 
that this only political difference 
between our two countries be 
settled by peaceful means, on the 
basis of justice, and that with 
political wisdom its solution wo- 
uld secure the interest of the two 
nations and all the countries of 
the region. 

The Government of the Repub- 
lic of Afghanistan, while reserv- 
ing its political stand, has par- 
ticipated in this Conference out 
of respect to the Islamic count- 
ries, especially as this Conferen- 



in the view of the Government of 
Afghanistan the efforts of the 
Islamic countries in this Confe- 
rence, for finding a just solution 
to the problem of the Middle 
East, should be in conformity with 
the endeavours of the United 
Nations and specially of the Non- 
aligned Group to which the ma- 
jority of the Islamic countries 
belong. 

This Conference should, with 
utmost realism, find and propose 
practical ways and means to as- 
sist the Geneva Conference whi- 
ch has opened a new chapter in 
the search for a lasting peace in 
the Middle East. At present, the 
political wisdom of the Arab co- 
untries and their spirit of solida- 
rity constitute effective guidan- 
ce for all those countries who su- 
pport the restoration of the right 
of the Arabs. We should profit 
from the spirit of detente which 
unfortunately encompassed the 
Middle East after a somewhat un- 
expected long delay and only to 
some extent at that. 

continued to next page 
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The maintenance of this det- 
ente is of great importance to 
us. But it should be said that Af- 
ghanistan, inspite of the new ef- 
forts which are presently being 
undertaken, has grave apprehen- 
sions about the situation in the 
Middle East, and our concern in 
this regard has not been alle- 
viated. This concern will con- 
tinue until Israel abandons its 
policies of occupation of the 
conquered lands, aggression, ex- 
pansionism and annexation, 
and until the concrete results of 
this change of attitude is not 
seen and the peace, which de- 



to the inadmissibility of the ac- 
quisition of territories by force, 
the Conference calls for immed- 
iate and unconditional withdra- 
wal by Israel from all the occu- 
pied territories, and pledges it- 
self to assist Egypt, Syria and 
Jordan in liberating their occu- 
pied territories by every means". 

Paragraph 30 of the Declara- 
tion reads as follows : 

"In this connexion, the res- 
toration of the national rights 
of the Palestinian people is a 
basic prerequisite ft)r the estab- 
lishment of an equitable and 
lastiiig peace in the area. The 
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pends on the abandonment of 
these policies, is not guarant- 
eed by the nations of the world, 
especially by the big powers. 
To find the ways for such a gu- 
arantee requires the serious 
attention of this Conference. For 
us the Question of the Middle 
East constitutes a whole whose 
various aspects cannot be disass- 
ociated from one another. There- 
fore, the withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from the Arab lands oc- 
cupied in 1967, the termina- 
tion of occupation of Jeru- 
salem, the restoration of 
the lawful rights of the Pales- 
tinian people, and compensation 
for the exploitation of the occu- 
pied territories should take place 
and be guaranteed. 

As it was unanimously declar- 
ed by the Non-aligned countries 
in Algiers, all this should be im- 
plemented and guaranteed imm- 
ediately and unconditionally. 

The Conference of Nonalign- 
ed Countries, in the Declaration 
of Algiers, in addition to the dra- 
wing the serious attention of the 
world community to this fact, in 
its paragraph 29 pledges to assist 
Egypt, Syria and Jordan in libe- 
rating their occupied territories, 
by every means. I ask permission 
to quote paragraphs 29 and 30 
of the Algiers Declaration as fr- 
om the point of view of my coun- 
try their contents have great sig- 
nificance, and this Conference sh- 
ould bear them in mind. Para- 
graph 29 of the Declaration sta- 
tes: 

"Drawing renewed attention 
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struggle of the Palestinian peo- 
ple to- recover their usurped 
homeland is an integral part of 
the struggle of all peoples ag- 
ainst colonialism and racial dis- 
crimination and for self-deter- 
mination. Member countries of 
the Conference call upon all 
states, and in particular the 
United States of America, to 
abstain from providing' Israel 
with arms, or any' political, 
economic or .financial siipport 
which may enable it to contin- 
ue its aggressive and expansi- 
onist policy." 

We are happy that at the mo- 
ment of proposing the convening 
of this Conference, the question 
of Jerusalem, among other asp- 
ects of the problem of the Mid- 
dle East, was especially mentio- - 
ned and taken into consideration. 

The Security Council Resoluti- 
on of the 21st of May 1968 clear- 
ly states that: 

"...All legislative and adminis- 
trative nieasures and actions ta- 
ken by Israel, including exprop- 
riation of land and properties th- 
ereon, which tend to change the 
legal status of Jerusalem are 
invahd..." and "urgently calls 
upon Israel to rescind all such 
measures already taken and to 
desist forthwith from taking any 
further action... along those li- 



nes". 



Mr. President: 
The wrong claim by Israel that 

Jerusalem is an "Eternal part" 
of that country, if not withd- 
rawn, will take the matter out 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict and 



extend it to all Muslim world 

and followers of other religi- 
ons. 

As the representative of Af- 
ghanistan has stated in the Se- 
curity Council, inspite of the 
fact that to us the question of 
Jerusalem, like all other aspects 
of the problem of the Middle 
East, is basically and primarily 
a political problem, the position 
of Israel in this respect could 
become the prelude to a reli- 
gious war which history has 
proven to be more dangerous 
than any other kind of v/ar. 

My country equally, or per- 
haps more than most countri- 
es, knows the dangers of wars 
and the sufferings resulting 
from them. It specially well un- 
derstands the miseries of occu- 
pation of territories by force of 
arms and the usurpation of the 
rights of the people of the occ- 
upied lands, because these tra- 
gedies have been a part of our 
own history. The question of 
the occupation of territories 
and the usurpation of the rights 
of their people does not con- 
cern us solely because of the 
fact that in the Middle East 
Jews have committed aggress- 
ion against the Muslims; this 
policy is condemned by us no 
matter which country comm- 
its it. Are we not all of the op- 
inion that if an Arab country 
occupies the territory of ano- 
ther Arab country or a muslim 
country occupies the territory 
of another Muslim country, 
and in addition to that it does 
not I'ecognize the rights of 
their peoples and suppresses 
these rights, such an attitude 
should be condemned? 

Owing to this consideration, 
Afghanistan has always been 
assisting and supporting the re- 
storation of the rights of the 
Arab countries and those of the 
Palestinian refugees. Our posi- 
tion in this respect is clear as 
the sun and will remain unsha- 
keable. We shall, therefore, not 
refrain, in this Conference or in 
any ■ other conferences, from 
cooperating with any country 
which confirms and supports 
this stand. 
Mr. President: 

Whereas the purpose of. this 
Conference is to consider the 
question of the Middle East 
and Jerusalem, I will conclu- 
de my statement at this point. 

Thank you 



Dr. Sharq Meets Quraishi 

The iDcputy Minister of Rural Development Ministry of 
India, Manzor Alcm Quraishi, and Sayyed Mushtaq MuiBhed, 
president in the Indian Ministry of Rural Development, met 
Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Mohammad Hassan Sharq, on 
March 25. 

The acting president of the Afshan Rural Development De^ 
partment, and Indian Ambassador were »lso present 

Quraishi and Murshed arrived here to study the possibili. 
ties of Indian cooperation in the rural development projects in 
Afghanistan, and to discuss with Afghan authorities in this re- 
gard. 

Quraishi and Murshed during their stay in Afghanistan vi- 
sited some rural development projects. 



Deputy Prime Minister Dr. 
Mohammad Hassan Sharq 
meets the U S. Congressman 
Peter Frelinghuysen, who visit 
ed Afghanistan in mid Februa 
ry. (above) 



Dr. Sharq Meats 
Soviet Delegation 

ITie Soviet economic delegation 
met Deputy Prime Minister Dr. 
Mohd. Hassan Sharq on March 
13. Duriing this meet'ng views were 
exchanged over economic matters 
and studies so far carried out about 
further expansion of economic coop- 
eration between the delegations of 
the two contrics. 

At the meeting present were also 
Deputy Planning Minister All Ahm- 
ad Khoram and Economic Council- 
or of the Soviet Embassy, Tltov. 
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Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Refutes Pirzada's Remarks 

In the debate on the call for prolongation of the state of 
emergency, at the Joint session of Senate and National Assem- 
bly of Pakistan on March 3, Pakistani Law Minister Abdul Ha- 
fiz Pirzada, said that the prevailing conditions on Fashtun and 
Baluch areas also call for the prolongation of state of emergen- 
cy in trese areas. 

Commenting on this, to a Bakhtar News Agency question, 
the Foreign Ministry spokesman said the proposal for prolon- 
gation of state of emergency in the abovementioned areas, in 
view of Afg^hanistan, is nothing more than a pretext for threa- 
tening the rights and freedom of our Pashtun and Baluch 
brothers. 
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Upholding Pashtoon Balooch Rights 



According to foreign news ag- 
gencies despatches dated 
March 4, Pakistan's sea- 
soned politician Interior Mini- 
ster Abdul Qayoum, during the par- 
liament's debate consider!' ng the ext- 
ension of emergency period in Pak- 
istan, made malicious inferences to 
Afghanistan. 

Defending the extension of the 
emergency bill, Mr. Qayoum said 
Pakistan is not threatened only by 
India, but by another neighbour 
too. 

These news agenaies and foreign 
radios have interpreted that althou- 
gh Mr. Qayoum has not namea Af- 
ghanistan in his statement, he actu- 
ally does refer to Afghanistan. 

Official Pakistan press sources in 
the past few days have not rejected 
this interpretation and inference of 
the foreign news agencies. The fact 
of the case is that the Afghan nat- 
ion has always been, and continues 
to be a source of favour, not a thr- 
eat to P^tstan. ^ . 

Afghanistan believes If the Gove- 
rnment of Pakistan grants the inali- 
enable rights of the Pashtoons and 
Balcochis, it will not only imporve 
the mutual relations bet_ 
ween the two countries 
iDUt will also act as a pos- 
itive factor in fostering long term 
ity between Afghanistan and Pakis- 
tan. 

Unfortunately. Pakistani govern- 



ments, one after another, 
because the influence of 
persons such as Mr. Qay- 
ium, have looked at this 
good will of Afghanistan with the 
old contemplations of imperialistic 
era, have misinterpreted lit, and have 

deliberately refrained from lettmg 
; Afghanistan's good will be zealistic- 
ally echoed to the Pakistan nation. 

Mr. Qayoum has also claimed th- 
at other country (i.e. Afghanistan) 
has a claim on half of Pak|" Stan's ter- 
ritory. With this type of propaganda, 
he proves himself to be stiil pursu- 
ing, as arrogantly, the propaganda 
policy he has chosen since 1947. In 
order to suppress the rights of the 
Pashtoons and Baloochis, he tr'es to 
sell the same old material camoufla- 
ging the truths of the case 

Mr. Qayoum has also spoken of 
the provocative activities undertaken 
by that country (i.e. by Afghanistan). 
The Pashtoon and Balooch liberators 
realise fully well this jnethod of ;Cp- 
mprehensiion; and know that any st- 
ruggle and perseverance exerted by 
them for the attainment of their ri- 
ghts will be termed by the security— 
and even judicial— author; t"es of Pa - 
kistan as pursuing poreign provocat- 
ion and use th^s as a pretext and me^ 
ans of pressing the freedom fighters. 

Mr. Qayoum has also laid another 
false accusation against that count- 
ry (i.e. Afghanstan) alledging that th- 
is country is sending agents ^nd te- 



rrorists into Pakistan. Forgetting 
that the provocation and plots org- 
anised by respons,'ble Pakistani offi- 
cials, such as Mr, Qayoum, after 
the proclamation of the Republic 
lin Afghanistan, are still fresh in uie- 
mopes. 

Mr. Qayoum claims that eraeige- 
ncyi'situation in Pakistari must cont- 
inue. 

But he unnecessarily thinks that 
the Pashtoon and Baloich people ha- 
ve feeble memories. Various Pakist- 
an governments, for years, have pr- 
opagated this baseless and vague cla- 
im several times and have schemed, 
through this method, to place the 
struggle for the self-determination 
of the Pashtoons and Baloochies un- 
der the term of provocative agents 
and terrorists as a propaganda mea- 
ns against Afghanistan. 

Measures undertaken by Mr. Ab- 
dul Qayoum, the police and Uie mili- 
tary of Pakistan in the future, will 
reveal their real objectives in these 
pretexts and accusations against; the^ 
rights of Pashtoons and Baloo- 
chies and" their' leadef-s. ^ • - ' 

Mr. Abdul Qayoum and those ha^ 
ving identical thaughts should kno^v 
that they can not, through thh type 
of propaganda and accu- 
sation*' blanket and hide 
from . the people the 
real truth which is the relentless co- 
ntinuation of the truggles of Pasht- 

cons and Baloochis for self-deleimin- 



ation 

In rejecting all the accusations co- 
ntained in the statement of Mr. Qa- 
youm, we believe that ' the Pakistan 
Government should refrain from 
emergency and disturbahees — creat- 
ing method, and with due considera- 
tion to the political, social, cultural 
and economic realities, grant to the 
Pashtoons and Baloochis their inalie- 
nable rights which is the real man- 
ifestation of the'r determination. 

In this regard we once again leit- 
erate the words of the President of 
the Republic of Afghanistan who sa- 
id that the Afghan Government will 
deligently exert efforts, with full pa- 
tience and toleration, to find a peace- 
ful and honourable solution to the 
future destiijy of the Pashtco.i an<l 
Baloochi people. 

The Afghan nation, m pursuing 
its Leader, believes that good relat- 
ions between Afghanistan and Pak- 
istan accord with the interests of the 
two eojintries and with those of pro- 
gress and peace in the region. They 
hope that this only political differe- 
nce between the' two countries will 
ultimately find a "peaceful solution 
on a frehdiy ■ basiS' 'and strengthen 
peace in this 'parf'of the world, 
and thus no chance will be given to 
the ill-wishers of the two brother 
nations t& exploit the situat'on and 
create trouble for attaining their 
own narrow and personal interests. 
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Kban W^li Kban 
arrives in Kabul 

for eye i fmtmtmt 



Paslstonistan l^ider and PresddMit 
of the National Awami Party, Khan 
Abdul Wali Khan, arrived here on 
January 10, for the treatment of 
his eyes. 

Wki iwis redeved ia Sarobi by In- 
terior Minister Fa'z Mohammad, 
former Frontiers Affairs Minister 
Eng. Pacha Gul, Deputy Foreign 
Mm^'ster for Political Affairs Wahe- 
ed Abdullah^ Deputy Fomtiers Affa- 
irs Minister Abdul Hadi Mokamel, 
and some high ranking officials of 
the Miinistry of Frontiers Affairs, 
Ajmal Khatak, and other resident 
Pashtunistan^'s. 



The picture (above) shows 
Ktian Wail Klinn ^mMst wel- 



B,D, RECOGNITION: 
TRIUMPH OF JUSTICE 
AND REALISM 

Afghanistan welcomes the extension of recogition by Fak. 
istan to the independent state of Bangladesh, the Forign Mini- 
stry spokesman told a Bakhtar News Agency reporter on Feb. 
ZZ. The spokesman said the action was a positive step on the 
way of solution of the sub-continent's problems, and creation 
of permanent peace and fnritful coot»eration there. 

As the Government of Afghanistan has stated earlier respect 
to the irrefutable right of selfdetermination of the people, and 
recognition of realities which particularly are born from exe- 
cising this right the people is the best way of easing of tension 
and consolidation of peace and security in this part of the wor- 
ld, as it is in other parts. . 

Afghanistan which has a particular and historic interest in 
the subcontinent welcomes this positive development in the si- 



tuation there, and the amicable action of the government of 
Pakistan in extending official recognition to the state whose 
people have accepted heavy sacrifices for realisation of their 
right for selfdetermination, and prove to th© world their spe- 
cial identity and their indepaiii^ 9ili^^ ^^it^ee »a'ml^ 
refutable reality. 

As the Government of Afghanistan has stated earlier respect 
of Afghanistan to the Islamic Summit conference of Lahore 
Abdur Bahman Pazhwal said on Feb. 2, at the conference, 
world peace, specially peace in this part of the world <^ which 
we are also a part is of great importance to us. Today more than 
any other time, we are hopeful that adherence to. And full ac- 
ceptance of realities will reign in our region. The recognition of 
Bangladesh by Pakistan to ua is a good news that realism and 
justice come to our region, and Will result in ensuring the 
ri^lits of all its peoples. 

' ■ Afghanistan once again notes that the best way of resolv- 
ing problems is recognition of realities, and the peaceful way 
and she is hopeful that other imresolved issues of this region 
will also find a solution through peaceful means, and on the 
basis of recognition of irrefutable realities, and respect to the 
right of selfdetermination of people. 
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New Schools New Students 



.4 



In pursuance of the Addiess to the 
Nation, by our National Leader 
Mohammad Daoud in which it was 
said that free primary education f or 
children, both boys and girls, will 
be provided through public schools, 
: the Education Ministry within its 
•' financial power and personel, will 

: open up 378 new schools in djffere- 

•law }rii. j#jt pirt]^ oi iie oo-iMiti-y during the 
curr^t academic year. 

A source of the Bdiication Minis- 
try said that the new educational 
establishments inclui,'.? 26 primary 
schools, 248 village schools of two 
to three teachers and upgrading of 
104 village schools to prtetrv srh^ 
ools. 

The new schools will be set up in 
accordance with the need of each pr- 
ovince and on the basis of the sur- 
vey carried out by the Planning De- 



partment of tils Education Ministry. 

On March 23, the new acade- 
mic year in the cold regions of 
the country began. 

A source of the Education Mini- 
stry said th^t in the current year 
122,623 students in the high schools, 
and 611,623 student:, in the primary 
schools are busy learning 

There has been an increase c f 
10,045 stud«te 'n f he. primary sch- 
ools this year comattei- .wilfc tte 
previous acadlmic yeai 

According to another --epoi't, pro- 
fessional and quaVfied teachear will 
be assigned , to ' 1st : ^iJd and 3rd 
gradi^- of pr»ii:a'yi*si^>i>lt" idurvng- 
the current accadernic year. 

The Priiiiai'v J-'ducation Depart- 
ment has submitted a series of pro- 
posals to th« Academic Couaail of 
the Minist'f- oi- iidm^tkm t®- ti.ike - 



the reforms in the primary schools, 
under which examiua'ions during 
the first three years of the school 
are abolished. 

In order to improve the quality of 
education in the first three years of 
the school, it is also proposed that 
the same teacher should take up 
a class from grad^ one to three In 
this way he '.viU become familiar 
with problems and difficulties of 
.^(Mviidual student in different are- 
as of learning and will feel respoiis*- 
ible to help them. 

The Primary Education Departm- 
ent has prepared a series of regula- 
tions and explanations am pfii^rf 
education reiorms, esrerial 
one to three. These have been for 
warded to aU schools for appKcat- 
ioDi and will also be released to the 



grade"^ 
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Kabul Polytechnic Institute 
Graduates 106 Engineers 



This year's graduates of the Polytechnic Institute of Kabul 
University were introdwed to the Education Minister, Dr. Ne- 
OS maifssT tjsn matuHah Pazhwak, by ©f the Bisti^te, Dr. Fakir Moham- 

mad Yaqubi. 

The Education Miifister congratulated the students and 
drew their attention to their future responsibilities based on the 
historical speeches of our national leader Mohammad Daoud. 
' ' --yi r yl This year 106 studcuts havc graduated lu the ficWs of in- 

dustrial eonstniction, hydro-technical geology, and prospecting 
r mines, road construction, technology, chemistry, gag and pet^ 

roleum and extraction of mines. 
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CONFERENCE ON HIGHER ENGINEERING 

TRAINING HELD IN KABUL 



The second conl-eiencs v\ the So 
uth and Central Asia Ass<viation 
was opend on March 24 in Kabul 
University auditorium, 

The Conferenc? was inauinirated 
by Education Minister, Nematullah 
t*azhwak, after the National Anthem 
of Afghanistan was played. 

In his inaugural speech he sn.d 
engineering is 'by nature, a treatve 
and dynamic profession''. The tech- 
noligical and scientific develop- 
ments, he added, today place a 
grave respoonsibility on those 
who are in one way or another 
linked with training engine- 
ers. 

Dr. Pazhwak said, "in the face of 
the present day's realities and condi- 
tions, all countries particularly 
the developing countries, 
of Asia have to train 
a large number of enginee- 
res to carry on const"'!. 'iuii. indus- 
trial and develoDincnt progra;niiic< 

"We can not afford making 
mistakes, neither we can per- 
form the tasks involved on our 
own, because power is a product 
of knowledge, of understand- 
ing, and progress is conceiva- 
ble only through exchanging 
information and ideas among 
the developing countries " 

Kabul University Rector. 
Dr. Mohammad Haider, in Ms 
speech expressed hope that the 
eoltritries partieipanting in 
the conference, will take part 




Ihe efforts to create a human 
community in which there is a 
harmony between the human 
and technological elements. 

Dr. R St©in, UNESCO Direc- 
tor in New Delhi, and Dr. . Ra- 



jab All, Dean of the College of 
Engineering also addressed the 
opening session of the confer- 
ence and expounded on the pl- 
ace of engineering education in 
the social and economic fabric 



of various nations. 

The conference was attended 
by representatives from the 
Republic of Afghanistan, India, 
'Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, 
Burma, Iran and Mongolia. 




The USAID will make a con- 
tribution of over three million 

dollars to Kabul University 
Colleges of Agriculture, and 
Education, • * 

An agreement covering this 
cooperation mas signed and ex- 
changed between Kabul Univ- 
ersity Rector, Dr. Mohammad 
Haider and the Ambassador of 
ij^iM States i«» M^b^m. 
Theodore Eliot Jr. 

In accordance with the agre- 
ement, for the next three ye- 
ars, the United States will pro- 
vide, each year the two coll- 
eges, $650,000 worth of equip- 
ment, teaching aides and other 
academic requirements and 21 
scholarships. Likewise, iindier 
the agreemtn, each year nine 
American professors will come 
to Kabul to teach, and five 
Afghan professors will visit 
the United States. 
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Prof. Di Nevin iiaeeting I.K. 
Gujral, Minister of Informatian 
and Broadcasting of India, in 
New Delhi. 



Dr. Nevin 
Visits India 




IMmmtiim m& Culture Minister, 
Pmf. Dr. Abdur'Rahira Nevan, kit 
Kabul for New Delhi on February 
,28, at the head of a delegation, at 
the invitation of the Indian Gover- 
nrm&t, . 

Prof. Dr. Adur Raim Nevin 
Indian President V.V. Giri, at R»» 
htra Pati Bahavan on March 2. 



thb Indian fto^d^t noted with 
sftMsiiiC^ift ^ tmditioiii fMidship 
between Afghanistan and India, and 
said with new contacts between de- 
legations,and scholars of the two co- 
untries these ti^ are expanding. 

Prof. Nenin, in turn, noted the 
historical relations between the two 
countries, and Urn mntually Bd^mtr 



tageo^ ea^^ierates between tke 

On March 2, Prof. Nevin . met 
Indian culture and Education Mini- 
ster, Prof. Nourul Hassan, and had 
talks on cooperations between 
Afghanistan and India in tie fields 
of archeology, archives, mmmms, 
Mbranies, and mmm, ^ 



Also, on March 6, Information 
and Culture Mitmi^, Prof. Dr. Ne- 
vin, met Indian Foriegn Minister 
Swaran Singh. , 

In the meeting both Ministers ex- 
pressed pleasure over the increasing 
development in tlte tie® of Mend^p 
and cooperation b^ween flie two 
countries. 
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AFCaiAN STUDIES ROOM 
OPENED AT PUBLIC LIBRARY 



The Atghan Studies Department 
of the Kabul Public Library was 
opened on February 25, by Informa- 
tion and Cultuj^ Minister, Prof. Dr. 
Abdur Rahim Neviin, 

Prof. Nevin, in a speech, said th- 
at today we have set the nucleus 
of a department which is of great 
vife© for Afghan Scholars, histor- 
ians and researchers, who are in ne- 
ed of acruiring information about 
culture, history and present chang^^ 
in Afghanistan. ^ ' 

The InforriliMn and Gtilture Mi- 
nister expressed hope that the Dep- 
artment wiill be further enriched and 



all books and works, done at home 
and abroad, on Afghanistan, will 
be placed in this department for 
the use of reseachers and those int^ 
rested. 

Prof. Nevin also opened the Mic- 
rofilm Department of the Public 
Library of Kabul. In this Departm^ 
ent original manuscripts and other 
unique documents about Afghanis- 
tan which are available at the Kab- 
ul Public Library, will be provided 
in the form of microfilms for use 
of world libraries and those Snteres>- 
ted. . ■ 
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Prof. Dr. Nevin and Yugoslav Information and Culture Mini- 
Ambassador, Sobajic, signing der laying foundation-stone of 
the cultural cooperation prog- studios for dubbing foreign 
ramme. (above) films, (below) 



Cultural Exchange 
Programme Signed With 

Yugoslavia 



The educational and cultural cooperation programme bet- 
ween the Republic of Afghanistan and Yugoslavia for 1352 and 

1353 was signed in January by Information and Culture Mini- 
ster. Prof. Dr. Abdur Rahim Nevin and Yugoslav Ambassador, 
Jojo Sobajic. 

According to the programme, Yugoslavia will provide Af j 
ghanistan four scholarships and will present feature films to 
the Information and Culture Ministry. Also artistic ensambles 
will be exchanged between the two countries. 




Afghan Film Ins. duhbing 
studio's construction begins 



i- After the recital of a few verses from the 
Holy Koran, the foundation stone of the studios 
for dubbing foreign films iit Pashto and Dari 
languages, was laid, on February 24, by the 
Information and Culture Minister, Prof. Dr. 
Abdur KaMra Nevin, at the premises of the 
Afghan Film Institute. 

Prof. Nevin said the Bifocmation and dnl- 
ture Ministry is determined to diib the fore- 
ign movies in Pashto and Dari, after these stu- 
dios are completed. He expressed hope that 
the Afghan Film woujd be able to produce more 
and more feature films by itself or. in coUabo- 
ration with othef ^irodticers. ^ 

A source of tlie Afghan Film said that the bu- 
ilding of dubbing studios will be completed 
within six months by the Afghan Construction 
Unit at the cost of two million Afghanis. The 
total expenses of the studios with necessary eq_ 
uipments and other machinery will amount to 
ten million Afghanis. 

With the completion of the dubbing stud- 
ios, between two to three foreign movies will 
be dubbed every month, the Afghan Film sour- 
ce added. 
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Information 

And 
Culture 

Ministry 

Revives 

Press 

Awards 



The Joint Commission, consisting 
of members of the Ministry of In- 
formation and Culture, Ministry of 
Education, University professors, 
writers and journal'sts met on, Janu- 
ary 9 under the chairmanship of 
Minister of Information and Culture 
Prof. Dr. Abdur Rahim Nev/n. and 
discussed the issue of press awards. 

In his inaugeral remarks the Inf- 
ormation and Culture Mimster said 
close collaboration of writers and 
scholars in the field of cultural 
and informat'on services lis a neces- 
s,'ty, and said it is the duty of wr- 
iters to serve the country with dev- 
otion, and in the light of the repu- 
blican order. 

Prof. Dr. Nevin, sa.=d, reviving of 
the press awards constitutes an (im- 
portant step towards encouragem- 
ent of writers and artists of the na- 
tion. He said the rev,'val of the aw- 
ards, and their presentation under 
comprehensive regulations wh'ch 
will be devised will not only prove. 
•incenl^Jve for creative workers, but 
will ulsQ Help in creation of worUi- 
while works in various fields of en- 
deavour which will promote and 
enhance the cultural life of the pe- 
ople. 

At the meeting of the Pres,'dent 
of the Banke Millie Afghan FazI 
Mohammad Khairzada presented a 
cheque for the sum of afs. 400,000 
afs. the Bank's contribuiton towards 
the press awards fund. The presen- 
tation was accepted with thanks. 

The next meetifig of the commiss- 
ion which deinisfed rules for prfeseiit- 
ing the awards was held on Janua- 
ry 17. 

The Information and Culture Mi- 
nistry source saiid the commissions 
wc«i instructed to complete their 
work ,'n 20 days, and the results 
were published. 

On januafy 27, the regulations 
govemang press and cultural awards 
devised by the joint commisa'on of 
media personalities and scholars ca- 
me into force. 

A source of the Minlstery of Inf- 
ormation and Culture said that un- 
der these regulations 103 awards 
will be made in the fields of natural 
and social sciences, literature, art 



and mass media of communications. 

The afs. 100,000 Republic Award 
svhich will be bestowed by the Pre- 
si'dent of the State is given to the 
work which -s outstanding in its fie- 
ld, and is recogn,=sed as an extraor- 
dnary work in the service of the 
Republic, and the propagation of 
its high objectives. 

The source added : / 

The Arina Award is given to two 
works in the field of soQ^'al and 'aa- 
tural sciences, art and literature and 
cultural information. Each award co- 
nsists of afs. 50,000. 
Twelve awards will be given to wor- 
ks in natural sciences totalling afs. 
140,000. The Al Birun,: and Ebne 
Sina awards, each afs. 20,00» are in- 
culded in thds category of awards. 

Another afs. 140,000, twelve aw- 
ards will be g'ven to works in the 
field of social sciences. 

Included m th.is category are Kh- 
ushhal Khan and Sayed Jamaluddin 
Afghani awards, each consiisting of 
afs. 20,000. 

Another afs. 140,000 is earmark- 
ed for awards for the works of lit- 
erature. Included in th's category 
are Maulana Jalaluddin Balkhi and 
Rahman Baba awards, each consis- 
ting of afs. 20,000. There are twenty 
one awards for works in arts i^-eld 
totalling afs. 200,000. The Behzad 
award (included in this category co- 
nisi'ting of afs. 20,000. 

There are 11 awards for works m 
the field of mass media of commu- 
nicat^^ons totalling afs. 145,000. The 
Mahmaud Tardi Award is the hig 
hest in this category cnos,'sting of 
afs. 29,000. 

The regulations also provide for 
presentation of awards in s»ix diffe- 
rent fields to the youth, each con- 
sisting of afs. 2,000. Total awards 
funds in tht^s category amounts to 
afs. 60,000. 

Likewise for the best works mea- 
nt for childr^ between the ages of 
10 and 15 an award of afs. 2,000 
will be given. 

Th& source added that one of the 
purposes (in presentation of these 
awards is preparing the ground for 
creation, development and appreci- 
ation of scientiific, educational, lite^ 
rary, artistic and communications 
works, and popularisation of find- 
ings of sciences in the country in 
Pashto and DarS langua^. 

The total award money will 
amount to over one million _Af- 
ghatiis, and all wofkg winning 
awards shall bt published by 
the Baihaqui Book Publishing 
Institute. 
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Commerce 
Minister 
Visits USSR 



'ihe Mipister of Commerce, Moh- 
ammad Khan Jalalar, heading a de- 
legation, left for Moscow on Mar- 
ch 15, to conclude the trade and 
payments agreement between Afgh- 
anistan and the Soviet Union. 

The Minister of Commerce retu- 
rned home on March 22. On arrival 
at Kabul Airport, Jalalar said that 
on the basis of long-term trade and 
exchange agreement, the exchange of 
goods between Afghaistan and the 
Soviet Union, in the years to come, 
is in accordance vvith dntemational 
prices. 

The Commerce Minister added th- 
at Afghanistan will export natural 
gas, cotton, woU, hides, dry and fr- 
esh fruits in 1974, to the Svo- 
iet Union and that the Soviet Un- 
ion will export petrolium products, 
sugar, chemical fertilisesr, machin- 
ery, vehicles, textiles, edible oil, pap- 
er and other consumer goods to Af- 
ghanistan. 

v.^^^As it has been envisaged, the val- 
ume of the trade between the two 
countries during 1974, will reach 
to about $160 milLion. 

During 1974, four million roubles 
worth of sugar will be imported fr- 
om the Soviet Union under an agr- 
eement which was also signed, said 
Jalalar. The importing of sugar will 
be fiinanced from the commodity lo- 
an of the Soviet Union, he added. 

In accordance with the cultural 
and educational agreement, a num- 
bre of the lecturers and professors, 
as well as cultwar and artistic de- 
legations, will be exchanged betwe- 
en the governement of the Republic 
of Afghanistan and the Soviet Un- 
ion, Jalalar added. The agreements 
also provides for sendiing of a numb- 
er of Afghan students for higher 
education in the Soviet technical and 
scientific institutons, he added. 




Jalalar and Deputy Foreign 
Minister of the Soviet Union . 
after signing the cultural and 
educational agreement (above) * 



Commerce Minister sig-ns the 
trade and payments agreement 
with the Soviet Union, (below) 
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The agreement to the appointm- 
ent of Sayed Massoud Pohanyar 
as Ambassador of the Republic of 
Afghanistan to Rome which had be- 
en requested earlier from Italian 
government was received. 

Born in 1915 in Kabul, Pohanyer 
graduated from Habibia High Sch- 
ool ,'n 1937. 

Pohanyar has served in the follo- 
wing posts: 

In 1939 as member of second 
section of the Publication Division 
of the Press Department, in 1941 
Director of Philology Department 
1943 Di'rector of Encyciopaedda; 19- 
45 Director of Press in Badakhshan 
and Qataghan province; 1947 Dir- 
ector of Foreign Publication of Pr- 
ess Department and in the same ye- 
ar he was appointed as Director of 
International Relations Department 
at the Foreign Ministry; 1950 as 
First Seoretaiy of the Afghan Emb- 
assy in London; 1954 Director of 
Consulates Department; 1957 Direc- 
tor of First Division of Political 
. Department; 1958 Counsellor in Qu- 
etta: 1961 Director of Second Di- 
visiion of PoVtical Department; 19- 
62 Director of Cultural Relations 
Department; 1963 Director General 
of Coding and Secretariat; 1964 
Counsellor to Peshawar; 1967 Pres- 
ident of the Tribal Affairs Depart- 
ment and in 1973 he was appointed 
as Deputy Foreign Minister for Ad- 
ministrative affairs. 

Pohanyar tis well versed m Eng- 
lish language He is the recipient of 
Golden Reshteen Medal. Pohanyar 
is married and has two daughters 
and two sons. 




AAmm - - - - - ^^^^^^^ . -m. 
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The agreement to the appointrnent 
of Eng. Pacha Gul Wafadar as Am- 
bassador of the Republic of Afghan- 
istan to Bulgaria which had been 
requested earlier from that country, 
has been recently received, the Inf- 
ormation Department of the Foreign 
Ministry said. 

Born in Zadran in March 1943, 
Eng. Pacha Gul Wafadar entered 
military school in 1955, and gradu- 
ated from the Military Academy in 
1963. In the same year he went to 
the Soviet Union for higher educat- 
»'on. He returned home in 1969. 

From 1969 to 1973 Eng. Pacha 
Gul Wafadar, served in the airfor- 
ce of Afghanistan. On July 17, 1973 
he took part in the revolution of 
Afghanistan. 

In August 1973 Eng. Pacha Gul 
Wafadar was appointed as Minister 
of Frontiers Affairs. 
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The agreement to the appointment 
of HamiduHah Enayat Seraj as 
non-resident Ambassador from the 
Republic of Afghan'stan to Norway 
which had been requested earlier 
from the Norwegian government has 
been received, the Information De- 
partmentof the Foreign Ministry 
said. HamiduHah Enayat Seraj 
Afghan Ambassador to London. 




MilitaryTribunal issues 
verdicts on conspirators 



As our esteemed compatriots are aware, some times ago the 
verdicts of Military Tribunal were issued in regard to some 
traitors. Tiie Tribunal issued its verdicts to another group of 
this band of conspirators, and the verdicts were put in force. 
The verdicts are as follows: 

A, Those who have been sentenced to twelve years of 
imprisonment and confiscation of a part of their property: 

1. Allah Nazar, former deputy; 

2. Hazar Gul, businessman; 

3. Abdul Hanan, businessman; 

4. Janat Khan, former President of Pashtaney Tejaraty 
Bank; 
5. Gulestan. 



B Those sentenced to different periods of imprisonment: 
1. Col. Sardar Mohammad, ten years imprisonment and 
confiscation of a part of his property; 
2. Col. Sher Afzali, five years imprisonment; 

3 Col. Mehr Ali, five years imprisonment^ 

4 Major General Abdul Salam, five years imprisonment- 

G. Those for whom their detention is considered to be 
sufficient: 

1. Col. Dawa Jan; 

2. Cap. Mohammad Ashraf: 

3. Dr. Habibur Bahman; 
4. Dr. Gul Rahman; 

5. Lt. Shah Bozorg. 



In late January, the Military Tribunal issued its verdicts 
in regard to the last group of this band of conspirators, and 
decisions were implemented. 

A. Those who have been sentenced to dif- 



' ferent periods of imprisonment and confisca. 

ticn of a part of their property: 
1- Former Deputy, Baz Mohammad, tw- 
elve years imprisonment and confiscation of a 
part of his property; 

2. SaaduUah Kamali, former Deputy, tw- 
elve years imprisonment; 

3. Major Sayed Eaten Shah, four years 
imprisonment; 

4. Allah Gul and Mullagul, each sentenced 
to two years imprisonment. 

B. niose for whom the detention period 
has been considered enough, and have been 
sent to retirement: 

1. Lt. Gen. Abdul Jabar; 

2. Major Gen. Gulbahar; 

C. Thost f*r whom the dttention p^od 
has been considered en@n^j 

1. Dr. Esmatollah; 

2. Shah Mohammad, 

, D Those who were aetuitei; 

1. Major Abdul Hakim FUot, 

2. Former Deputy, Khainillah Monawar. 
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TO THE THEATRE 




By: S. Crip Conroy 



Almost everj; evening you can see lines of taxis.au- 
toraobiles and bicycles pull up in front of the Kabul 
Nandari near thf Jashen Gardens . From them emerge 
mcR women and children out for an evening of enter- 
tainment. (Nandari means "theatre") They line up at 
ihe box office and pay afs. 10,20 or 30 for a seat ins- 
ide. 



The Kabul Nendari, located 
near the Jashen Gardens, is the 
main theater in the capital. 
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At 7 : 30, the curtain goes up and a performance 
bv A.fghaftistan's National Theatre company begins. 

One v\ eek the play may be an adaptation of a Ne- 
^^J^iiSPU comedy. Another week it may be a Tenness- 
ee WUliams drama, and at another time, it may be an 
i riginai Afghan comedy. If a play is well-received by 
the audencc. it may extend its run for more than 
a month. 

HISTORY 

Contemporary theatre .in Afghanistan is quite d-tf- 
crent from theatrical performances years ago. The earli- 
est origins of theater in the nation date back centur-es 
lo the form of a story which related the deeds of Isla- 
mic or national heroes, or epic dramas of various eve^ 
nts. Stories of historic conquests often gave the people 
a glimpse of the world outside their small village. 

Travellers passing through gave the settled people 
an opportunity to earn what was happening iin other 
parts of the country. In many villages, the older memb- 
ers of the commiimty were also gifted storytellers, rec- 
reating stories from their own personal lives or passing 
on tales that had been handed down in this oral tradi- 
t:on. 

Thus, the traditions, h'story and customs of the 
Afghan people were repeated for centuries in this way. 
The stoiy teller was a source of news, and an enterta- 
iner at the same time. 

Modern theatre was introduced to Afghanistan du- 
ring the past century. After Afghanistan regained in- 
dependence, efforts were made to intraduce madern 
theater to the people. 



Scenes (above and below) from 
the comedy Atifa' one of the 
latest plays performed on the 
Kabul Nendari stage. 
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"Dear sisters and brothers: 

"I offer ipy owh and my colleagues' heart felt con- 
gratulations to you sisters and brothers, in which ever 
part of the country, of the world you may be on the 
advent of the first spring of the Republic of Afghanis- 
tan, and the first day of the new year, and pray to Al- 
mtighty God to enable the compatr'ots, and th-f 
staff of the Republican state to attain common natio- 
nal objectives which insure the honour of our country, 
and the prosperity of our people. 

"The year that we left behind was a historical ysar, 
a year that cur ancient country, in the course of her 
several thousand years old history, has witnessed ma- 
ny. On Saratan 26, our great and historical revolution, 
which was inspired solely by the will of the Afghan na- 
tion. triiiiTjphed with the exertion and sacrifice of the 
Afghan army, and was welcomed and supported by all 
classes of our people, especially the enlightened and 
patriiotic youth. This in itself was something unique. 
The memory of that day is an honour to every Afghan 
and will stay with us forever. 

In the light of this national revolution the progress- 
ive^ republican order was founded tin the .nation, and 
in the light of the new order, during the last several 
months, to the extent possible, on the one hand rela- 
tively effective steps were taken for resolving the var- 
ious and numerous problems that remained from the 
old regime, and on the other, a series of changes in ec- 
onomiic, social and political life of the couniry were 
ilnitiated in this short peniod of several inonths. for' 
building a new Afghaniston, one that can mairtain * a 
national prestige worthy «f These changes sh'iM 
continue with the wholehearted backiing of t'ne compa- 
triots. 

The important quesiton is that how can a nation 
live honourably under the conditions of the present 
day world, and in accordance with the spirit or our ti- 
me, and to attain this lofty goal what endeavour:.; and 
what obligations to shoulder. 

Naiurally. this important question can not be ans 
wered in a few lines but it is certa'n that national con- 
sciousness, sound analysis, correct assessment of nat- 
ional interests, insuring of unity in thought and action, 
pnd most important, firm unfalterable and viable dete- 
rmination will enable a nation to finally reach this hi- 
gh objective, or at least bring her close to it. 

After bitter histor^acl experiences, i*; is my hope 
that this wHl be the irrevocable determination of the 
Afghan nation. 

For a nation that is now on the raod of evolution 
and has still grave problems and responsibilites, the 
first requirement for achieveing^her object' u.3 is reco- 
gnition and assessment of shorcomings and weak poi- 
nts, and then efforts and exert'ons for correctirg. the 
shortcomings, and ehmination of those weak points. 

A nation which does not want to, or can n it rcc- 
ogniise her shortocmings, or despite recogising them 
V ould not try with determination and exerdcn to cor- 
rect them, it is possible that all her efforts of reaching 
her objectives will remain fruitless. Hence, everyone of 
m. where ever we are, whatever job or posit'cn we ma.y 
hold, before everything else, we should have the cour- 
age, to try to recognise our personal and national sh- 
ortcomnnngs, and to try whole heartedly to correct th- 
e.n. 

In this way, we can count on the grace of God 
that we shall reach our objectives the soonest. 
Dear Compatriots, 

As the found-ng of the republican order is the pro- 
duct of sacrifice of a number of brave and sai^rificing 
sons of the nation, the development and evolution of 
this order also requires efforts and sacifices of not 
only thi's group, but also every Afghan citizen It is my 
hope that with due consideration to the scoial interests 
of the country, 3nd profound interests of" the comm- 



unity it will take us to our targets. 

When the interests of the country aitd of the rco- 
|.le are ''nvolved, a grave responsibility put on the 
shoulder of tA compatriots in the light of which every 
one of us in hib turn must endeavour in accordance 
with his ability and social positon and preserve 
the (interests cf h|'s society, so that in this way, they 
will have rend*;red w service to b.- country an • 
!o h's people. 

In certain -nstan c.t; t is possible, I hut pe. sonal 
interests may clash with hational intersts and it in th- 
ese instances that the true patriot sacrifices his person- 
al interests to public interests. 

History bears witness that nations whihc have dete 
nnined to be seif-reKant, exploit the'r resciir.-es and 
build a new life tor themselves, have made every poss- 
ible effort on this road, and a have certainly succeeded. 

Why should not the nation of Afghani^r^n pisrsue 
this road? Now that, a new chapter has opened in our 
life, why should we not, I'ke other nations, who were 
like us, proceed on the road of progress wiih an unfa- 
lterable determii-ation? 

It is fittmg, in this beginning of the delighttnl 
spring season to pay tribute to the noble farners, those 
servants of the community, who have a profound r- !c 
ir economic develpment and advancement oi the ruU- 
ion, as well as green mg of every part of the couni.-y, 
thiough sustained work and exertions, and to undcrsi- 
and belter the importance of these important and be- 
. ncfical elements of society. 

Particularly in our nation, which in '•eai ty an ■ 
agricultural coimtry, the farmers constitute the majt r- 
ity of our population. The Republican State of Afgh- 
anistan, as it has been said time and again, con.siders 
serving the majority of the people, and toiling comm- 
unity of farmers of which is a great part, as cne ol 
hei prime responsbih'ties. 

It is our hope that the sustained efforts the s!a- 
fe will achieve the objectives of improving the social 
and living conditions of farmers' and a positive and 
sound change is brought m their lives, so that the nat- 
ion w=ll have paiid her tribute to them in practice. 

Sons of Afghanistan, the country, and the new 
republican order looks to us all. Our efforts must be 
harder, our determination firmer, and our altruism gr- 
eater.as our future' obligations and responsibilities are 
graver. Do not forget that today we judge the deeds of 
our tTCdecessors. What we do today, will be judged by 
future generations. God forbid that we may be asha- 
med before God, and the judgement that history wiii 
pass on us. 

In ccnclusion, I sincerely congratulate all of you, 
and all the Pashtun and Baluch brothers who are eng- 
aged in their national struggle, and to all the people 
of the world. 

It 's my hope that the new year will be a year of 
peace and prosperity to all peoples of the world. 

Honour to Afghanistan, 

Long life to the Republ'c. 

* * * 

According to the Bakhtar News Agency, the far- 
mers and fintellctuals m the provinces have welcomed 
the new year message of the national leader, during 
their Friday prayers and while celebrating the new 
year. 

The Bakhtar reporters from provinces report that 
farmers are proud that the leader of the Republican 
Revolution smce the onset of the new regime has been 
paying attention to ensum'ng the welfare of the people 
of the country. 

The farmers in the provinces are also quoted as 
saying that the encouragement of the President of the 
State and Pnime Minister will prove effective in lend- 
ering better services and increasing the agricultural pro- 
ductivity. 
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Local plays usually reflect life in the country. 



In the 1920s, an early experiment was performed 
to fully develop the Western style of drama in Afgh- 
anistan. Several persons who had been educated in va- 
lOUS Pa. rts of Europe returned to the country with id- 
eas to establish a theatre in Afghanistan based on wh- 
at they had seen. They adapted plays they had read or 
seen and produced them on stage for the audience.. 

The progress of the development of theatre in Af- 
ghanistan was not rapid. Theatre as a formal organiz- 
ed institut'on did not come into existence until the 
1940s. A theatre was built in the capital and a formal 
group was brought together to produce and perform 
plays. They were subsidized by the government, and 
the theatre was named the Sahna-i-Tamseel Jiterally, 
"the Acting Stage." Agam, this group of performers 
had been, abroad and exposed to modern theatre. 

The late Breshna was among the group involved 
with Snhn;;. 




Scene from the drama, 'Desire under the Elms' 
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In the years following World War 11, the group 
became what was known as the Educational Theatre 
or the Pohanii Nandari. Interest in theatre grew, and 
a municipal theatre was established. Others took adva- 
ntage of the facilities of the Military Club, and several 
plays v/ere staged there. Plays were beginning to appear 
i-n numerous areas. A theatrical workers community 
was set up. Some plays were put out by the Departm- 
ent of Press, wh'ch later became the present Ministry 
oi Information and Culture. Under the governmenfs 
auspices, a number of theatrical groups were 
organized. 

F^ays, at this time, were still be.ing adopted from 
-Ipns of Ei.iropen plays, but original Afghan plav? 
were becoming more frequent on stage. 

In the late 1940's Abdur Rashid Latifi 
emerged as the playwright and president of 
the Pohani Nehdari. Mohammad Ali Rounaq, 
educated in France set up a small repeory 
group, similar to the Pohani Nandari. 

A course of art and dramatics was offered, which 
introduced stage techniques fully to the students. Light- 
ing, sets, makeup, costumes, and other stage crafts 
v/eris taught in courses designed for creating a truly 
modern theater in Afghanistan. Other courses were 
taught in Dari literature, history of the theatre, history 
or art, music and stage improvisation. This school for 
actors became the Institiute of Theatrical Arts. 

The institute used training pieces to becom.e major 
productions. The students would work on classical ad- 
aptations of plays by Moliere, Greek tragedies, John- 
sen's VOLPONE, and later, modern Amercian drama, 
such as Tennessee Williams THE GLASS MENAGE- 
.<!E and Eugene O'Neill's DESIRE UNDER THE EL- 
MS. They would construct actual sets, costumes, and 
rehearse the plays, and then present them to audiences. 

A year later, the school was expanded into the 
Tn;^titute for Fine and Performiing Arts. It was divided 
into four departments. 

The theatre department remained basically the sa- 
me, although it dealt more with the educational aspect 
and iinvolved serious dramatic presentations. The art 
departiTijent brought in a group of young artists, and 
gave them supplies and a studio to work in. Their wo- 
rk was exhibited and paintings sold. The money from 
the sale, minus the cost of the equipment and the ma- 
terials, went to the artists. 

The third departmenf (music) was divided between 
two groups of musicians. One group used mainly Wes- 
tern instruments and practiced contemporary or West- 
ern 'classical music. The other group was composed of 
professional musioians who used local instuments. The 
idea for this group was to produce a new sound to ch- 
ange the quality of Afghan music. They wanted to br- 
ing a new tone using Afghan music and folklore of 
the past, and attempt to modernize it. They also prov- 
ided musiic for the theatre department. 

The fast department was for the area of dance. 
In the beginning, the emphasis was on a group of mod- 
ern dancers and this was made into theatrcal product- 
ion. They took the music of Logar Va- 
lley and with the help of the writers in the music dep- 
artment, and a choreographer, they based a ballet on 
the Logar Valley folk music, foly customs, and folkl- 
ore dance. 

The Marastun theatre, a charitable organzation in 
The old oity formed its own brand of Afghan entertai- 
nment with music and dancing and revelry. 

With the funds they raised, it became a self supp- 
orting institution. 

The Pohani Nandari and the Institute were merg- 
ed into one organization in 1965 called the Kabul Art 
theatre. During this period, the government was going 
through various changes in administration, so that the- 
ater did not flourish at this time. 

Ihree years ago, the Minstry of Information aii^ 
Culture established the Department of Art and Culture 
and three separate units were set up-music, arts 
and tbeartre. Two months later, -the theatre 
umt became the Afghan Nandari, which has been in 
business now. for over a year. 




Anisa Wahab, a small girl with 

a promising talent on the 
Kabul Nendari stage. 




Scene from the drama, Desire 
under the Elms.' 
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FOLK THEATRE 

Not all of the theatrical movements in the country 
were centered dn or around Kabul. As previously men- 
tioned, a strong form of folk theatre' began to emerge 
in different parts of the country, notably Herat and 
Kunduz, This folk theatre was generally a night of li- 
vely Afghan music and dancing and rough comedy. 
The folk plays were always performed on happy occas- 
iions, usually ceremonies related to weddings and birt- 
hs, such as the "Tesaroori" (the ceremony on the sev- 
enth night after the birth of a male child). During the 
independence celebration, the folk players; came to the 
' ity and perform for the pubMc. 

Folk plays usually are performed outdoors in the 
villages and at night. Often the stage is the yard in 
a compound of the host family, and the audience can 
view the proceedings from on top of mud roofs or the 
paths around the yard. The rural people are said to be 
the most loyal and the most passionate audience of 
he folk actors, and they o:ten see the same performa- 
nce repeated many times. The majority of folk plays 
are presented during the per:od from August untif Oct- 
c^ber. The time is ideal for the weather and the harvest 
provides for the expense of these shows. 

The actors who make up these rural theatre com- 
panies usually are called 'osta' or 'jat' and they 
rxike their living by performing in these folk plays. 



The ostas are actually a small sub-culture within the 
village, there is little intermarriage with the other village 
children. Tradition is that a child born into an osta fa- 
mily follows the profession of his parents and 
his trained from childhood. 

Sociial standing and wealth are not necessarily rel- 
ated, as in the case of the osta. Since they collect 
."wages" for their acting performances and often have 
jobs on the side, such as barber or cattle dealer, and 
also collect extra rewards of gram from farmers' as a 
tribute to them, they are the wealthiest members of the 
village socisiy. But they are also considered a very 
low class type of people. If a farmer refuses to give 
the osta "dayak" the osta will introduce the man to 
the audiences as stingy and miserly. 

The audience is ushered to its places by relatives 
or friends of the host family and offer them tea and a 
ule and drum continue to entertain the audience dur- 
plays begins the performance with two monologues, 
the second which actually begins the play. Each play is 
one-act, is usually a humourous comedy, and at the 
end of each play, there is an intermiss'on. The actors 
reiax and prepare for their next role. Music from a fl- 
ute and drum continue to entertain the audience 
during each intermission and a group of men 
dance on the "stage." 
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Rafiq_i-Sadiq a well-known theatre artist in Afghanistan 



The Kabul Nandari is the home of the National 
Theatre of Aighanistan. A ffteen-year old building, it 
war, designed by an Italian architect and built by an 
Afghan construction firm. Instide, it is a maze of corr- 
idors, staircases and offiqes, which confuse the visitor 
who venture backstage for the first time. 

Faiz M. Khairzada is president of the Afghan th- 
eatre. He explanined that at present, most of the plays 
performed begin as a 5 or 6-page script. (Through 
improvisations during rehearsals, the actors and direc- 
tor eventually develop a full two-hour play. Foreign 
plays are still translated or adapted, but the local or 
original plays written by such well-known Afghan art- 
ists as Negah are the "biggest money markers." 

"Kicbiri Korout," a play by Negah, produced on 
the Kabul Nandari stage, was one of the largest com- 
mercial successes to date. It concerned the influence of 
lud'an movies on the morals of the young people of 
the country. 

During the 1973-74 season which ended on the 
Afghan new year, a total of ten plays have been prod- 
uced, an impress»ive figure. Khairzada hopes to increase 
that number to 12 for the 1974-75 theatrical years. Clo- 
se to 55,000 people have attended the plays at the 
Kabul Nadari which is another remarkable record. Pl- 
ans for new original plays and a wider variety of foro- 
'ign theatre will be produced. Khairzada, himself, is 
writing a play called "Bamkhawi" a sort of Romeo and 
Juliet-type musical based on events on the rooftops of 
Kabul during the summer." 



AH of the actors wear white faces using flour as 
rnjikeup, and they usually provide their own costumes, 
making use of accessories they need donated by the 
host family. The plays are enertaim'ng, but also educ- 
ational to a extent because the villagers recognize sim- 
ilar situatons presented on stage in their own lives. The 
comedy performances often continue until late in the 
night, and the People return home, f'red, but happy, 
and looking forward to the next time they will see the 
I'olk plays.. 

KABUL NANDARI 

Where does theatre stand now in Afghanistan? 

President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud's 
Address to the Nation or August 23, 1973, said: 

•"The P.epublic will provide effective assistance for 
expanding the press and democratic publication 
and expand the national arts, theatre, cinemas 
and the radio It will also take necessary action to cre- 
ate a tc]ev%<ijon network in the country." 




Scene from an old play 




Scene from the drama, "Tlie glass Menagerie" 



Ihe staff of the department totals 138 incl 
uding the 35 actors who perform on stage. This staff 
includes carpenters, artists, wardobe mistresses, driv- 
ers, accountants, secretaries promotional director, tec- 
hnical director and the rest of the crew. They are res- 
ponsible for the organization of the department, the 
sets, scenery and theatre itself. 

The futife of theatre in Afghanistan is largely de 
pendent on two things: the support of its addience, 
which so far has been enthusiastic and looks forward to 
the continued enterainment of live plays; and the he- 
lp of the government, which likewise has offered every 
encouragement to the development of the cultural con- 
cerns of he country^ In the 25 year-development plan 
for Kabul, a huge cultural center which will house a 
large theatre section is being projected. There is the 
possibility of trairii'ng and preparing a group of actors 
"who will travel outside the country and perform abro- 
ad as an international cultural exchange program. The 
colorful history of theatre dn the country provides a ri- 
ch backcround on which to build its future. 
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Band-i-Amir 



AFGHANISTAN'S FIRST NATIONAL PARK 



By: Nancey Hatch Dupree 



Tourism is regarded as an important industry from which 
many countries derive considerable income. Like other mam- 
moth industrial complexes, tourism may also become a men- 
acing pollutant unless economic potential is balanced by ecolo- 
gical demands. The natural beauty and wildlife of a country 
are precious assets deserving of only the most loving exploita- 
tion for the enjoyment of its citizens and their guests. 

The Republic of Afghanistan ascribes to these ideals. In 
furtherance of them it issued Resolution 4117, dated 
30 September 1973, establishing the "Park-i-Millie Band-i- 
Amir," or "Band-i Amir National Park." Thus Afghanistan 
adds the youngest national park to a list of more than 1200 na- 
tional parks established in over one hundred countries since 
the concept of national parks was first articulated by President 
Ulysses S. Grant of the United States in 1872. The purpose of 
such parks is the international development of scenic areas for 
recreation and tourism, without scarring or blighting the natu- 
ral beauty. 

The Band-i-Amir Lake region is one of nature's most ext- 
ravagant creations and richly deserves the attention of the gove- 
rnment. Five lakes, shining like sapphires strung out on a chain 
in a narrow valley formed by the upper reaches of the Rud.i. 
Band-i-Amlr are the source of the water of the Balkh River. 
They lie in the midst of a dun-coloured landscape softly pain- 
ed with pastel pinks and greys, with hardly a trace of vegeta- 
tion. The incongruity of discovering these lakes in this barren, 
almost waterless, expanse thrills all who come upon them for 
the first^ or be it for the hundredth time. They are truly miracu- 
lous and thus it is that their creation is attributed by legend to 
Hazrati Ali, the son-in law of the Prophet Mohammad. To comm- 
emorate the miracle, a picturesque white shrine mosque sits on 
the high bank of the central lake called Band-i-Haibat (The 
Dam of Awe). It shines brightly beside the blue waters, the 
only evidence of man's presence on the scapeland. 

Travelling through this seemingly endless expanse of gen- 



tly rolling hills spiked by soaring peaks, visitors are first joL 
ted by the eerie sight of one lone graveyard in a landscape de- 
void of human habitation. Nor is there even a hint of the lake 
until, three hours from Bamiyan, their jeweled glory flashes 
forth at the foot of a high plateau, 1000 feet below the road. "We 
wish each visitor to Dand-i-Amir to feel that he has made an 
unique personal discovery by suddenly coming upon these 
lakes," says Rustam Ali Sultani, Vice-President of the Afghan 
Tourist Organization. 

This is an exacting ideal, hard to realize. Foreign tourists 
to Afghanistan have increased from 400 in 1958 to over 100,000 
a year m recent years; at least half of this number eventually 
make their way to Band-i_Amir and man is unfortunately im- 
provident and careless of his natural inheritance. By the sum- 
mer of 1972 alarming signs of impending despolitation threate- 
ning to make Band-i-Amir into the most polluted area in Af- 
ghanistan were all too evident. 

Imagine the intrusion of lines of parked cars; exhuast han- 
ging in the clear air. Imagine a modern motel, or ragged tents 
ringed by drying laundry. Imagine shabby snack stands and 
cluttered souvenier shops. Imagine garbage floating in the 
sparking waters and frothing detergents lining the edges of the 
dam. The ugly reality of what was happening galvanized the 
concerned few into action. 

On the urging of Abdul Wahab Tarzi former President of 
the Afghan Tourist Organization, the Afghan Air Authority as- 
ked a research group from the Department of Architecture in 
the Faculty of Engineering, Kabul University to visit the lakes 
and investigate measures necessary to preserve them from un- 
controlled pollution. They found the lakes and their surround- 
ing formations to be the result of very fragile, delicately-bal- 
anced ecological processes which could, nevertheless, withstand 
an intensification of tourism if development could be carried 
out with an evaluation of environmental variables. Their re- 
port, submitted in July 1972, recommended urgent action. 



Each visitor to Band-i-Amir 
may feel that he has made a 
unique personal discovery by 

suddenly coming upon the ..^.^Jc^^^ 

lakes. - -^>^,^v^o?. 
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Following these recommendations, the Afghan Tourist Or- 
ganization immediately blocked all traffic from crossing the 
river via a platfrom at the foot of a shimmering cascade cour 
sing over the lip of the natural dam of Band-i-Haibat. This 
would protect the delicate colors laid down on the platform by 
an accumulation of minerals in the water. A new road was con. 
structed, crossing the river by a bridge about one kilometer 
downstream. Vehicular traffic was also blocked from reaching 
the shrine area so that parked cars would not marr the scene- 
garage disposal facilities were provided. 

Actual control over the behaviour of tourists was however 
under the jurisdiction of provincial authorities and was depen- 
dent upon individual interest, a mercurial quality liable to 
change from concern to neglect with each new appointment 
Mfective control could only be maintained by national legisla- 
tion which was also essential for the implementation of long 
range planning to maintain an ecological balance and realise 
u continued tourist potential of the area- In Septem- 

ber 1972 therefore, the first proposal to establish a national 
park at Band-i-Amir was submitted to the government by the 
Afghan Air Authority. _ 

According to the resolution issued in September 1973 the 
legally protected area within the National Park of Band-i- 
{""^f .^""^^"l^^^^^^^^^ 67°50'-67°20'E. longitude and 34°55'N 
iooi« . . themselves lie at an altitude of 9566 feet 
(2916 metres) between 67°12'E. and 34°50'N. The precise de- 
markation of the boundaries of the park is expected to be 
fmalized by the summer of 1974 in accordance with the find- 

conducted under the direction of the UNDP/ 
FAO Wildlife Management expert, Ronald G. Petocz so as to 
assure that near.by mountain ranges with wildlife, such as 
urial and ibex, will be intruded within the protected bound- 
anes of the park. Hopefully, a beautiful twenty.kilomettre long 
gorge through which waters spilling from the lakes flow to- 
ward the Turkistan Plains to become the mighty Balkh River 
will also be included. 

_ The resolution also calls for a prohibition on all construc- 
tion, and on all sale of land within the park area without per 
mission of the park authorities. The area is sparsely populated 
by a few Hazara groups living in small, scattered villages The 
authorities will, however, construct transportation and acc- 
ommodation facilities after careful surveys. Nature itself has 
assisted them in their task for several side valleys exist any 
one of which offers ample space for parking, restaurants a 

tmotea/tourist complex, a yurt settlement, tent camping and 

e will be made with due 
consideration of such practical problems as drainage, water 
supply, and sanitation disposal. All are within walking dist- 
3^3 Band-i-Haibat and, importantly, all structural addi- 



tions will remain hidden and unnoticed from the approach 
view. 

^^f development of recreation is under investigation by 
the Afghan Tourist Organization's Trekking Advisor, Richard 
^J^^ Trekking has recently become a greatly prized com- 
moddity in international tourist development and Afghanistan 
offers superb opportunities in this field. Consider, for instan- 
ce, a fourteen day trek by horseback from Bamiyan to the 
Ajar Valley where one would pause for a few days of restful 
fishing before proceeding on foot through a landscape too 
rugged for horses, to Band-i-Amir. Groups would be accompa- 
nied by a guide, grooms, and cooks and be provided with tents 
and camping equipment for adventuresome comfort. This is 
the type of programme envisioned. 

The National Park of Band-i-Amir does not stand alone 
The Valley of Bamiyan was brought under the concept of na- 
tional park protection in 1972. Here one of man's greatest ar- 
tistic achievements stands in need of constant protection from 
vandalism. The modern penchant for expanding, sprawling 
cities which threatened the natural beauty of the valley was 
also diverted and the future new administrative center will 
be tucked away at the western end of the valley, well out of 
sight of the cliff with the Colossal Buddhas. Other historic 
and touristic areas of scenic beauty are also being considered • 
for future development as national parks; a National Parks 
department has been created as a sub-department of the De- 
partment of Forestry and Range Management in the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Irrigation. 

In addition, birds and animals are also disturbed by man's " 
deleterious actions, so the National Parks, programme is being 
closely coordinated with the UNDP Conservation and Utiliza- 
tion of Wildlife Resources programme which has four areas 
under active consideration: the Dasht.e.Nawur and Ab-i-Estada 
Lake areas near Ghazni will be gazetted as Flamingo and 
waterfowl reserves; the Ajar Valley will be set aside as a wild- 
life sanctuary for its own animal's and will safeguard the new 
home of Bactrian deer now threatened with extinction because 
of human encroachment into their natural habitat near the 
Amu Darya (Oxus) in northern Kunduz and Takhar: the Koh- 
i-Safi mountains east of Kabul will be maintained for the 
Kabul markhor which has been declared a protected species 
Furthermore, a four-valley Marco Polo sheep reserve has been 
established in practice and will soon be gazetted by the gov- 
ernment in the western Pamir mountains of Wakhan. 

Afghanistan posseses superior tourist potential- nature 
has favoured it with spectacular evidence of ifs creative gen- 
ius. Hopefully National Park of Band-i-Amir will open the way 
to harmonious coexistence. 



TRAINING 

IN SELF-DEFENCE 




By: A Staff Writer 



The AUan, like dance, is a rhythmic 
movement pt the body. Like dance it 
is performed in time to music with a beat. It 
has what we might say its steps and its figures. 
It also comes naturally to every Afghan. Af- 
ghans living in urban centres go as far as call- 
ing it the national dance. But call the Attan 
a "dance" a few miles out of the city, and you 
will raise many eyebrows. 



The Atlan is not performed as a ritual It 
is not a form of recreation, as it demands every 
ounce of strength in one's body, so much so 
that unprepared and untrained muscles and 
bones simply can't take it. It is not performed 
for the benefit of spectators or for earning mo- 
ney. 

,It is probably here that we can distinguish 
the Attan from dance. We might also set the 
clock back a century or so. This is when a de- 
generate form of the Attan came • into being 
when the town folks, desiring to maintain a 
link with the past, tried to perform it. This is 
the kind of Attan we see at weddings in Kabul 
or other large towns in the nation. And prob- 
ably this is where foreign writers saw it per„ 
formed, and came to call it the national dance 
of Afghanistan. 
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Although the term is now used by some 
Afghans as well, the Attan is actually a kind of 
peacetime training and preparation for the 
time of war and the battle field. It is means of 
j^eeping fit, development of stamina, and sharp 
reflexes. The famous Pashtun poet of the 11th 
century, sbkarai^oy^, has pointed out this fact 
in more than one poem. There are different 
words in Pashto for songs 'badaley/ and for the 
rhymes that accompany the Attan "naray.* The 
theme of 'narey' is always valour, bravery, 
patriotism, uprightness and love for one's peo- 
ple and o?ie's motherland. 

9he music for the Attan is provided by 
drums. Traditionally on the battlefields which 
the Afghans have fought, the drum has enjoy- 
ed virtually the same importance as the flag. 
It is ^ imm l^at first sounds an alert ixk case 

of danger. And it is the beat of the drums that 
guides the steps of the warriors towards the 
battlefield. The youth fight on until the drums 
keep m beating, Wheii the sound is heard no 
moife, it is understood th^t the battle is loit or 
that it has ceased momentarily. 

To perform the Attan, no special garments 
are required, but weapons, yes. At one time the 
Attan performets displayed their skills ih feUa- 
dUiig of Mives and swords. But today the At- 
tan is peri'ornied more often with rifles rather 
than wilh knives and hardly ever with swords. 

To cite another example: the Pashtuns are 
very particular as to the ^lout of the fiiaily 
kitmx ^i^, their s<m-in.law comes. Thus a 
wedding is also an occasion for two families, or 
tribes for that matter, to show their mastenr of 
the arts^f war, and skill on |he battlefieM. 
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The moventenls become spee- 
dier and more comi^cated as 
the performers warm up. (left) 



t'he Attaii is riot a form of 
recreation, as it demands every 

- otaiee of strength in one's 
t>ody, so much so that unpre- 
pared ^ani^ untrained muscles 

-WW fit^W^-^i^iy- caii ^nor ^tak^ - 




The show may start with tent pegging 
(picking up wooden pigs, dug in the earth, by 
spears while racing on a horse) scaling of 
walls, playing with swords (sometimes as many 
as 10 swords are played with balancing swords 
on ones nose or tip of the tongue), or halving an 
orange or ipplc on the ground while running ©n a 
hoi'se. 

4t ends with the Attan, performed altern- 
ate!^ by the kin of the bride and the brideg- 
room. 

The sounds raised during Attan perform- 
ance still remind us of war cries made to over- 
whelm the opponent, and for boosting the mo- 
rale of one's comrades in arms. 

It is the same as the grinding sound of a 
tank on the battlefield. The tank is as 
much a psychological weapon as it is a real 
weapon of steel. • . 

The movements in the Attan, the whirling 
around, forward, backward and sideway move- 
ments all connote facing and attacking an ene- 
my, retreat, reconnaisance of the battlefield, 
and seeking the opportime moment to deal the 
fatal blow- 

The change in the pace of movements, slo- 
wing and speeding of the steps, connote gaug- 
ing of the strength, fighting will and ability of 
the enemy. 

The Attan invariably starts with rather 
slow, and simple movements. But the steps and 
the movements become speedier and more 
complicated as the performers warm up, and 
as conditions would demand in actual combat, 
when one's fate hangs on one*s Quictoess of 
mind, and physique. 

When the Attan reaches its crescendo- the 
moment of attack- the performer at no time 
has more than one foot on the ground, and a 
12 step move may carry him over a dlsta^ 
12 metres, virtually whirling in the air. 




The music for the Attan is provided by 
duims. Traditionally, on the battle fields, which 
the Afghans have fought, the drum has enjoyed 
virtually the mm tepoftiaee as the tlM§. 



Aithough we noted earlier that the Attan is 
not performed for spectators everyone cannot 
perform it equally well. One has to start early 
to distinguish oneself in it, and even then, ev- 
" €ry beginner does not become an accomplish- 
m performer. i \ 

Hence, even though as many as 500 people 
may participate in a performance only a few of 
them actually lead the performance. These 
stand on the beginning of the line or circle— 
% i^mmanding off icer^and tlieir mm&miit» 
Wt% followed by the others. 

The Attan is really men's sport. But on 
happy occasions such as weddings, child birth, 
and circumcision ceremonies, the women also 
perform it. . , 

However the Attan performed by women is 
more akin to dance. The movemtnts are slow- 
er, the steps simpler, and the rapid movement 
of head and neck is virtually absent. 

In the villages the women perform the Attan 
in their own circles. But in nomad encampments 
the men also join them, but perform the Attan 
in a way that the ladies will be able to keep up. 
The dress worn for the Attan has a tight vaist 
and very wide? hiifnlines-as mudi -at 4t me^^^ 
'^^^^ , ..^o into making of a single dress. 

A few years ago the Department of Culture 
tn i vu^f ^j^istry of Information and Culture 
' ' *¥fied'to form a jgroup of female Attan perfor. 
%ieit.-*fhM 1»eu]E^S«ag5^^^ i*yhb¥*6ntitle 



-^«r**'«%ieit.-*THM Wu]E^' s«^^ i*yhb¥*6ntitled Flow- 
si»&s#mb!le in Kabul. Later, it alsio \^sited' tlie 
Soviet Union. But the group scattered in a few ^ 
monliiS: The trainer of the group, a Radio Af- 
ghanistan artist, Mohammad Asef, belielves t^e 
Attan, if presented to the outside world, can 
attract as much attention as another national 
sport of Afghanistan, Buzkashi. 
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TOWAiDS 

ACHIiVEMENTS OF 

SUPREME 
INTiilSTS OF THE 



The President added that a nation is for- 
tunate and successful when her important and 
vital tasks are performed by sensitive, and 
patriotic youth, and "I am immensely pleased 
to see in this gathering a number of qualified 
youth who hold the destiny of the nation." 

The President further added, "To entrust 
the further destiny of a nation indisputably to 
one is unwise and now that Afghanistan has a 
republican order, all of us should, in concert 
and single mindedly, try from this moment, 
for the realization of the wishes of the majority 
of our people. A name by itself is of no conse- 
quence, what is important is action and deed." 

The President went on to say, , 'Assuming 
an unqu^tioning attitude in regard to national 
affairs is not correct. Recognition of a nation, 
its character and national criteria should come 
foremost, and then practical, effective aad po- 
sitive moves should be made for the realization 
of interest, the good and prosperity of the peo- 
ple, and progress and advancement of the cou- 
ntry with sound thinking and realism in accor- 
dance with the requirements of the time, and 
the enviroinnent. "In pursuance of this thought 
I request the youth," the President added, "to 
consider in every action and on every step, 
their national interest, the needs of the majo- 
rity of the people in the nation, over and above 
every idiology, and every other thought or con- 
sideration, and should ceaselessly endeavour 
towards achievements of supreme interests of 
the country." 



"I always think that justice is the ba- 
sis and the foundation of a society. 
Hence, we must try to serve the people 
» * who are really in need." 



'A nation will be successful and fortunate 
when its affairs are entrusted to patriotic, 

thoughtful and sensitive youth," said President 
and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud. 

He was speaking to this year's graduating 
class of Kabul Polytechnic Institute. The Pre- 
sident received the graduates on February 27 
in the Presidential Gulkhana Palace. 

Addressing the graduates the President 
said. "Now that you have successfully completed 
your schooling, as educated youth, grave res- 
ponsibilities await you, and it is my wish from 
Almighty God, that you may succeed in all 
your endeauvours, and be faithful servants for 
the nation, and true patriots." 



The President and Prime Minister added, 
"Experience has repeatedly proven, and history 
bears witness that unity and concord is highly 
instrumental in prosperity of a society and of a 
country, and contrary to this, discord and pes- 
simism bring destruction and cause backward- 
ness. Since this land belongs to all of us, and 
this country is ours, every one of us 
will have the right to make exertion on the 
way of its progress and development, and not 
refrain from expressing beneficial and sound 
thoughts for the progress of our country." 

The leader of our republican revolution 
further added "we are Moslems, and as we 
brought about this revolution by accepting all 
sacrifice up to the end, we shall proceed, with 
the same spirit of sacrifice and shall remain 
firm on our way. We welcome warmly all 
youth who will become our companions on this 
way." 

President Mohammad Daoud added, "We 
have no connection with any group, and linking 
us to any group or any movement is a sin. We 
only serve our nation, with the spirit of serv- 
ing our country, with complete faith, and all 
our power. If in spite of this, there are people 
found who will create dicord, and disturb our 
national interest, then, we also know what to 
do with them.'' 
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Tourism: 



AFGHANISTAN'S 
BOOMING INDUSTRY 




Not more than fifteen years ago, people who lived in other 
LT*''^! and^were plannig to travel abroad often left Afghan- 
istan out of their itinerary. While they explored the Taf Mahal 
of India, or visited the Pyramids and the Sphinx of Egypt or 
stood awed before wonder^ of Greece, they very of ten igLred 

The re^ns were that v«ry f«w to«dsts know anything 
about Afghanistan, and those that did were warned that the ecu- 
ntry had very little accomodations for the foreign traveller. So 
while other countnes enjoyed the benefits of a rich toiirj^m 
industry, Afghanistan reina^ virtua% ,ibt<Miij^ , exeepi 
for the few adventureous roamers and the usual amount of 
archeologists. The crossroad of Asia and the protector of the sil 
krottte, the land of an ancient civilisation slid into relative 



The sceneries of the country, the Hindu Kush 
Range, the Kabul Gorge mA tito S$^mg Pass 
are breathtaking panoramas of a rough and 
untamed land. 
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With tibie establisliinent of a tour- 
ist organizafion, the country began 
to advertise itself to other countries. 
People who visited the country soon 
imlizied the rare opportunity Afgh- 
anistan offered ttiem. They could 
witness a civilisation in the miidst 
of a great change-from the ancient 
Asian society that was out of touch 
with the development of the worlr' 
around it, to a transition sodety th- 
at was begimiing to acquire some 
of the benfits of modem society. 

Soon after, the government 
recognizied the importance of the 
tourist trade. With this,^ other mea- 
sures Were taken to increase number 
of visitors Ic the country. Public 
and private organizations began to 
become involved in the attempt to 
encourage outsiders to travel in 
Afghaiiistan. Naturally, these atte- 
mpts first came out of Kabul. 'Ihe 
Khayber restaurant ; government 
ownership) opened in 1961, one of 
the first in the country to offer an 
assortment of both Western and 
Afghan foods. The following years, 
the Hotel Management School enro- 
.Ued its first class to meet the inc- 
reasing demand for trained hotel 
and restaurant personnel. The Spin- 
zar Hotel, the country's first corpo- 
rate began operations in 1963. 



During this period, asphalt trunk 
roads connecting were completed, 
and they connected the border ent- 
ry posts of Spin Boldak, Islam Qala, 
Tourkham and the Sher Khan Ban- 
der. Ariana Afghan Airliner started 
operations in 1958, and expanded 
its routes and inaugeratcd new flig- 
hts to major tourist generating cou- 
ntries. The Bakhtar Afghan Airlin- 
es, ih& coimtry's domestic carrier, 
was established later and airpor- 
ts in Kandahar, Herat Khnduz, 
Mazare Sharif brought the transDort- 
ation time inside the country down 
considerably. 

In 1964, the Afghantour was esta- 
blished, the commercial branch of 
the Afghan Tour,ist Organization, 
which had developed into a major 
operation itself since the six years 
of its birth. 

This development created, for the 
first time, tourist transport and re- 
servation services and were offered 
to travel agents tour operators and 
private tourists in many countries. 
The steady growth of the tourism 
followed the establishment of the 
Afghantour and the overall coordin- 
ation of the Afghan Tourist Orggani- 
zation. 



The Department of the Press set 
up an office for tourism in 1958, 
and registered 436 persons as tour- 
ists. However, these people were 
mainly archaeologists for scientific 
studies, or officials who were invited 
by the government of Afghanistan. 

'Within twelve years, the registered 
number of tourists was up to 1()0, 
-000 annually. The first three years 
of this decade alone have seen ne- 
arly one and a half million tourists 
comei to Afghanistan. 

What has caused this phenomen.il 
leap in the country's popularity? 

To put it simply, Afghanistan has 
been "discovered by the world." 

In the years following the second 
Worid War, many of the larger po- 
wers suddenly recogized the impor- 
tance of the smaU country that bor- 
ders the USSR in the north, Pashtu- 
nistan and Iran to the east we- 
st and the China to the northeast. 
Fore'gn aid began to pour into the 
country in development programs 
to help the underdeveloped country 
in technological, scienl^'fic, economic 
and social progress 

Roads were constructed linking 
major dties with commercial ce- 
ntres and historic sites throughout 
the nation. An airport was construc- 
ted giving quick access to those -co- 
mng to the country. Ho^ls, restau- 
rants and other businessess cater- 
ing to the tourist tra^B bt^^ tp ap- 
pear. 



The Khwaja Parsa Mosque 
(above and right), a beautiful 
aiebiteetural phenom^oii la 
Ba%h. 
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Naturally, the boom phase of tou- 
rism (the peak year being 1971 wi- 
th 113,109 tourists arriving in Afgh- 
anistan) stimulated an expansion of 
tourist faciKtfes. Accomadations. lo- 
dgings,food establisments/ and traosr 
ports increased, and there was a va- 
rying degree in the standard of ea- 
ch ^staWishment, since many were 
privately owned. The Intercontmen- 
ital Hotel, the Kabul and Spinzar 
Hotdls, the Yurt Village and the 
ATO Motel offered outstanding se- 
rvice to iits tourists, There are mo- 
re than 80 hotels in Kabul, and ab- 
out 40 hotels located in the provin- 
ces and other cities of Afghanistan. 

The Afghantour buses continued 
to benefit m this industry, and it 
expanded itg services, adding high 
quolity, standardised coaches and pr- 
ivate cars to its grow,'ng fleet. 
As income from tourism duning the 
boom period made its impact flet 
on the national economy, more ^jeo- 
,jfle were able to earn or suppleme- 
nt the'r incomes with tourism-relat- 
ed activities. No official estimate 
has yet been made of the number 
of people who are employed in the 
tourism trade, due to the nature of 
the income distribution and its mul- 
tiplier effect. An elementary surv- 
ey conducted by the Publicity Dep- 
artment of ATO in Sept , 1973 m- 
dkatcs that close to 84% of the an- 
tique shops existing in Kabul were 
opened during the 1970s, while bef- 
ore 1961, there were none at all. 
Similarly, close to 88% of the fur 
shops at tile capital were opened af- 
ter 1^5. 

The economic effect of the tour- 
ismtrade has made a noticeable im- 
pact. The importance of the industry 
can be surmised from study of the 
money pirated by this tourism 
business. 



1970 
1971 

1972 
1973 



US $ 



S.4 miQioa 
10.8 millioa 
11 A million 
iO.2 million 



The figures were estimated by 
Anton Faymaimn, UNDF Advl^^r 
on Organisation, Devdopatient and 

Promotion of Tourism the Gover- 
ment of Afghanistan. This is based 
on an average stay of s»x to eight 
days in the country and spending 
between 12-14 dollars daily. TWs 
does not include the amount of mo- 
ney spent on items frju stores vi 
the bazaars. 

Two problems are i&ced wixh the 
appearance of louri,-?m. Tourism is 
here to stay in Afghanistan, end it 
will undoubtedly increase steadily. It 
has proved its value to the country's 
economy, but one should consider 
the negative effe^+s that might arise. 
How can we avoid any undesirable 
sids effects of tourism, and how can 
we ensure that the industry will be a 
permanent and positive factor in the 
economy and social system? 

Official starisrics reveal that on 
the average, 17'^- of the tuutists who 
arrive are considered "qualitative 
touriste of high spending class" and 
th& rsanainder of mass tourist, eome 
into the country with I mitetl budg- 
ets. As we have so far attracted sm- 
all numbers of the fiirst class tourist, 
wJ^re the promise of the Afshan 
tourist industry lies, and the potent- 
ial for increas'ng thier number is 
great, experts and offiq'als of the 
tourist trade equally prpose plann- 
ing as a way oTit. 

Of limportanoe to the future of > 
the planned deve!o>nc'it the crp 
anization of the Afghan Tourist Of 
fice. 

What is the responslblity of the 
Afghan Tourist OffanizatioQ? 

The creation of a national conscio- 
usness for the socio-econmoc dmpact 





The Fourth Caliph's shrine in 
Balkh attracts many people, 
particularly Muslems. 



^f tourism. 

The preparation of long and sh- 
ort term plans for the^ expansion 
of the tourist trade. 

The guidance and supervision of 
tourist trade facilitiis (ac'crnodaiion, 
food and transpo"c.ition). 

Providmg the opportunity for a 
heathy compet'tion in tourist trade; 

The preserving of the national 
historic and cultural treasures from 
the threat of damaging industri?^! 
development, and, 

The promoting of tourism trade 
and as an important industry with 
the widest income distif.bution opp- 
ortunities. 

What can the country offer the exp- 
erienced traveller or the person who 
visits another country for the first 
time? 

Culture and hlistory: Afghanista- 
nistan has long been regarded as the 
crossroads of Asia, and the scene 
of nmny decisive and important ba- 
ttles. It is aot oniy the naticMi of 
the oldest civilisait?<M^ of the world, 
but it is also the scene of many his- 
toric ©vents. Alexander the Great 
and Ghengis Khan left their marks 
on tile andent society, and the stru- 
g^e for independence from Great 
Britain. Marco Polo used Afghanist- 
an as a part of Us silk route. 



Beauty : The scenery of the count- 
ry, the Hindu Kush Range, the Ka, 
bul Gorge and the Salang Pass are 
breathtaking panoramas of a rough 
and untamed land. Its natural beau- 
ty has inspired and attracted many 
visitors who come here, and on- 
ce arriviing, many never want to lea- 
ve. Kabul itself, a niod©i-a city, is 
set in the heart of a tall snow capp- 
ed mountain range, and parts of the 
city are bwlt ',.p the side of the roM- 
gh slopes. The green vallers of IJand- 
i-Amir, the scenic beauty of Herat 
province have brought many people 
to the country. 

Handiqrafts : Another important 
industry of Afghani'stan is its hand- 
icarafts. Beautiful Afghan carpels fr- 
om different part;i> of the countiv, 
hand-embroidered clothes and jack- 
prized objects of the tourists. Selling 
at an expensive price abcoad, these 
are treasures and works of Afghan 
hands can be- bought at sensationally 
low prices in the country they are 
madfe. 

The vis'tor to Afghanistan often 
decide even before they leave t.' co- 
rn© back to ^e country of sc^titc 
beauty, hi$tof!c sites, ridi ct;}ttire and 
a4xnt!8l]lr Ik^dicr af 
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The Kochies' life (above left) 
and an old bazzar in Kandahar 
(below left) 



"In this trip to Bulgaria, I came to have a 
better understanding of Breshna's personality 
and surprising artistic power. Now I think Bre- 
shna was an artist in the international stand- 
ard." 

The artist died on January 15 of this year. 
Abdul Ghafoor Djreshna, was born in Kabul in 
1906. After finishing elementary education in 
Kabul, he went to Germany to receive higher 
education. At first, he was to study medicine, 
but after a short while, he realized that this 
v/as not the field he wanted to devote 
his life to- So, he changed his mind and enrol- 
led lin the School of Arts where he built up a 
good name and respect among others. 

In 1936, Breshna, with a rich knowledge 
and experience, returned home and started wo- 
rk as a teacher at the School of Fine Arts in 
Kabul. He continued this job until the end of 
1942, after which he was appointed as the Prin- 
cipal of Nijat School. In 1950, Breshna was ap- 
pointed Director of Biroadcasting at the Radio 
Afghanistan. He was then promoted to become 
Director of School of Fine Arts, and finally he 
worked as Advisor to the Ministry of Educat- 
ion. , ' 

Though Breshna's specialized field was pa- 
inting, he created valuable works in other arts 
as well. He expressed his beautiful feelings in 
the forms of painting, sculpture, songs, poetry, 
writing and drama. That is why artists of diff- 
erent fields felt that Breshna's death was the 
loss of a valuable master. 

Mrs. Shuqur Wall, the well-known painter 
says, "I liked Breshna as an elder brother. His 
creative artistic works caused me to respect him 
very deeply." 

She adds, "I liked his paintings, because 
he had a very profound and comprehensive und- 
erstanding of the people's life in Afghanistan. 
And for this reason, his works show the real 
Afghan characteristics. 

"There are many painters who follow oth- 
ers' styles, but Breshna had a particular style 
for himself. He used to tell me, 'Most of the 
painters are not honest in their works, while, 
in my opinion, artists must have honesty in wh- 
at they create.' At first, I did not take these 
words seriously, but later on . I saw some of 
the painters whose works were not but imita- 
tions of others. Then I found out that Breshna 
was true." 

"My knowledge about Breshn's personality 
incresased during; a visit we paid to Bulgaria." 
says Mrs. Wal;. "In this visit Naheel and Neg- 
ah were with us. Breshna's good temper and 
cordial behaviour made our trip a very plea- 
sant one. 
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"When we went to Turkey, in Istanbul, Br. 
eshna made an important speech. In Ankara, 
we understood that the students had gone on 
strike. But realizing that Breshna, after an 
effective speech in Istanbul, had arrived there, 
they attended their classes and asked Breshna 
to deliver them a similar speech. What he said 
to the students, was recieved very warmly 
by them.,, 

Mrs. Vv'ali sighs, "Hearing about his death, 
I could not believe that such a great man may 
have been dead." 

Dr. Sadiq Fetrat, on of the most popular 
singers here, says, "The unexpected death of 
Breshna had a painful effect on all artists and 
art lovers in this country. It was very striking, 
because Breshna was not only a good painter, 
but a' skillful playwright. He was not 
only a skillful playwright, but also an excell- 
ent composer. He was not only an excellent co- 
mposer, but also an authoritative musician. 
Over all he was a kind and helpful man. 





"Many of today's famous vocolists such as 
Khey^, Zadand, Sheflta, Nausem and others 
owe their fame and positions to Breshna. Thou- 
gh Breshna is not among us any more, his me- 
mory will be with us for ever." 

I. ate Professor Breshna during his work at 
the Education and Information and Cuture Mi- 
nitries- received appreciat,'ons and awards. He 
is the recipient of Golden Reshteen Medal and 
Second and Third Education Medals. 



Nine Provinces 

And 57 Variations of 

Carpets 

Pile carpet weaving is one of the oldest 
and best known industries of central Asia The 
earliest evidence of this skill was found in Sib 
eria, dating back before the fifth century B.C 
Because of the cold weather, families would 
construct thick carpets to insulate the floor of 
their homes and keep them warm. The art of 
the carpet weaving soon spread to other coun- 
tries of the area. 

Carpet weaving in Afghanistan is centuries 
old. It is still, as it has always been, a home- 
based industry. The carpets are the products of 
nimble fingerwork of Afghan women and girls. 
Traditionally, carpets were woven for home 
use only. The young girls worked in their par- 
ents' home for many years in order to prepare 
their dowery, which included carpets, rugs, 
quilts, and pillowss. The girls -themselves super- 
vised the whole process from beginnig to end. 

With time, this domestic industry 
extended from village to the bazaars and then 
to towns. Shortly after the Second World war, 
markets were established first in Hamburg and 
London. From there, they spread to the rest of 
the world. At this time the worldwide popula- 
rity of the Afghan carpet was born. 

Afghan carpets were woven in nine provin- 
ces, 75 different villages with 57 variations. Ea- 
ch variation bears the name of the village or 
tribe with which it is associated. Afghan carp- 
ets are noted fir bold patterns and rich colors- 
Greometric designs with abrstract floweirs on 
solid backgrounds of dark red, with a wide va- 
riety of subtle browns, and set off by numer- 
ous intricate borders are their most widely re- 
V"--,~^c©gnized characteristics. All are handmade 
and woven only from virgin wool produced in 
Afghanistan. 

Afghan carpets fall into 8 categories: Mawri, 
Bokharaie, Saroqi, Daulatabadi, Aqchaie, Andkhr 
oie, Belouchi and Altlbolaki types. 

The Mawri Afghan carpets are of the finest 
quality and are the most expensive. Their pri- 
ces ranges from $ 70 a metre to $ 280 a metre. 
They are woven in four different widely separa- 
ted centers in Afghanistan-Barmazid in Balkh 
province, Shakh in Faryab province, Marwich- 
aq in Badghis province, and Herat. The Mawri 
Afghan carpet is one family if the Turkman 
type of carpet of which Bokharaie is pribably 
most widely known. The Mawri carpet is noted 
for the natural color of the wool's the type of 
real wool used, and the very old design empl- 
oyed in the carpet. 

The Saroqi carpets carry the name of the 
main tribe which make them, although they 
are also woven by the Teke Turkman and the 
Yamood tribes. The weaving centres are scatt- 
ered in the northwest and in Herat province 
in the west of the country. The Saroqi carpet 
is not only popular in Afghanistan but also on 
the foreign markrets. 



The district Of Faryab province in the south 
is an important carpet weaving area. It is also 
the home of the Daulatabadi carpet, which en- 
joys the distinction of being the most prized 
of the traditional Afghan carpets- 

Aqchaie carpets are generally made from whi- 
te, light grey, dark grey and natural black wo- 
ols. Although colors are varied, the designs and 
methods of weaving remain the same, Aqcha 
carpets are usually known by the names of 
the villages where they are made but somet- 
imes they are known by the name of the fami- 
lies or tribes which do the weaving. 

Made in Andkhoy and vicinity, the Andkhoy 
carpets are usually woven in geometric desig- 
ns, combining predominantly varying tones of 
red with small white figures or flowers. In the 
weaving or these carpets, normally, the white, 
light grey, dark grey and black woUs art used. 

Balouchi carpets are made by the Baliuchi 
people, who live in the western area of Afghan- 
istan. In foreign markets, some Belouchi carpets 
are referred to as Herati designs. 

The name, Altibolak, originated from a co- 
mparitively small village in the district of An- 
dkhoy in the northwest province of Faryab. 
These carpets are in fact woven in some parts 
of Andkhoy district such as Karmqul. 

The pile yarn is made from high quality 
white wool and is usually dyed in deep red, 
maroon and indigo colors. Because of the sim- 
ilarity in color, combiantion and thickness and 
designs customers are often unable to disting- 
uish Altibolaki from Dulatabadi carpets. 




Skilful fingers make beautiful carpets. 



The uniqueness, quality and process of car- 
pet weaving of Afghan carpets is currently be- 
ing demonstrated at the Nawroz Carpet Com- 
pany in the Share Nau section of Kabul. Turk- 
men men, women and girls from northwestern 
Afghanistan are working daily on three ex- 
quisite carpets in a showcase room of the large 
carpet store. Located on a busy intersection, the 
carpet store has set up three looms, and for the 
past four months, these weavers have been 
working on three carpets for the customers 
to see. 

The loom is constructed of wood and lies 
flat on the floor, on top of which the weavers 
work. With the aid of a curved scissors, and 
a heavy metallic comb which is used like a 
hammer to tighten the carpet, the weavers 
use wool which has been dyed by natural pig- 
ments and is made mostly from selected soils. 

All the carpets are made from 100% wool 
with one exeption. A small amount of silk is 
being woven into the complicated central pat- 
terns of one type. This carpet, called a Ya- 
moot, has not been made for many years. 
Work on the carpets began four months ago. 




They need months to complete 



a carpet. 
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They begin to leam carpet weaving when they are children. 



The Price of Afghan Ca- 
rpet Saors 

The sales of Afghan carpets in 
the London markets have increased 
three times in Hamburg the sales 
have doubled compared to the prev- 
ious year. 

A source of the Carpet Exporters 
Guild said that since lasit July until 
the end of 1352 (March 22, 1974) 
282,765 square metres of carpets ha- 
ve exported. 

During January last year one sq- 
uare metre of Afghan carpet was so- 
ld in Hamburg for an average of 
$18.67 wh'le during the same period 
this year an square metres was so- 
ld for 35.38. In London the sale of 
a square metre of Afghan carpet 
was £8.76 last January while during 
the same period this year one square 
metre was sold for £24.23, the sour- 
ce added. 

The reason for the increase of Af- 
ghan carpets in the world markets 
was given by the same source as 
better marketing, publicity and the 
participation of the Afghan Carpet 
Exporters Guild in the international 
trade exhibitions. 

The Afghan Carpet Exporters' Gu- 
ild will continue to help with on its 
financial power, the carpet produce- 
rs, the source said. In th's regard 
the source mentioned the provSsions 
of the metal looms which have been 
put at the disposal of the carpet 
weavers. 
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The man most responsible for this exhibi- 
tion is Ewas Badghisi, owner of a large fabric 
factory in Badghris. People walking by the 
large store windows often stop for several mi- 
nutes and watch while the weavers patiently 
create the intricate patterns of the carpet. 
Badghisi from Qala-i_Naw, has collected seve- 
ral very old carpets which craftsmen and wo- 
men of the area are studying and to some 
degree, copying. 

In this way, he hopes to preserve the an- 
cient carpet weaving techniques and to gua- 
rantee the transfer of the craft to future ge- 
nerations. Now, in cooperation with the Af- 
ghan carpet industry, Badghisi has brought 
these methods to Kabul, where they are on 
display for everyone to see. Badghisi also ex- 
hibited the techniques of carpet weaving in the 
United States last year. He, his wife, and dau- 
ghter participated in an exposition held at 
the Textile Museum in Washington, D.C. 

Tahir Nader, vice president of the Afghan 
Carpet Guild, said during the first three 
months of this year, exports to the foreign 
markets have remarkably increased. 

Afghan carpets, Nader explained, went to 
more than twenty regular carpet-buying cou- 
ntries. Shipments were sent to Norway, Swe- 
den, Finland, Australia, Japan, Kuwait, the 
United States and . Canada. 



Afghan carpets are well known all over 
the world for their beauty, colors and intri- 
cate designs. They are valuable commodities 
on the foreign markets and are praised for the 
artwork that goes into each carpet. The car- 
pet industry is very old and dates back centu- 
ries and perhaps thousands of years. Carpets 
made in Afghanistan can be distinguished 
from carpets of other countries as well as dis- 
tinguishing them from one another in differ- 
ent parts of the country. 



Time and patience are necessa- 
ry for creating the intricate 
patterns and colourful designs 
of a carpet. 




President ana 
Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud 
addressing Kabul 
Polytechnic Institute 
graduates. 



The President added that the youth should 
shoulder the responsibilt'ties of the affairs of 
the nation in accordance with nature's evolu- 
tion law, and hence our efforts will be direc- 
ted at that our youth will study really and 
thoroughly, so that they will exercise the res- 
ponsibilities that await them effectively. , 

Noting some of the shortcomings prevail- 
ing during the previous regime, our national 
leader said in relation to the supreme inter- 
ests of this country, and its people, we came 
to the conclusion that today's world is the 
world of science and technology, and a nation 
without qualjfied and sensitive youth can not 
undertake productive and beneficial projects in 
accordance with the requireiyients of their peo- 
ple. In the light of this reality, we established 
technical and vocational schools. It pleases me 
to see that what we thought one day, becomes 
a reality today. 

The President, discu(ssing the expriences of 
his ten years premiership, and the following 
ten years, said that life itself is an exprience 
and a lesson, and one should always learn from 
it 

The way of prosperity of the nation will 
be travered when the bulk of the people takes 
an active part in the 'service of the country and 
of the public interests of the greater sector of 
the nation is held over the limited sector of 
the people. 

The President added "I always think 
that justice is the basis and the foundation of 
a society. Hence, we must try to serve the peo- 
ple who are really in need." 

In conclusion, our revolutionary leader ^aid 
that "I pray to Almighty God for the complete 



success of the youth and the continuation of the 

republican regime." 

sS * * 

According to the Bakhtar News Agency, 
the speech given by President Mohammad 
Daoud, were received with immeasureable 
warmth by the people of Afghanistan. It was 
also reflected by the world press. 

Bakhtar News Agency correspondentg rep- 
ort from the capital and provinces that the dev- 
out and patriotic people of Afghanistan hailed 
President's statements with exceptional war. 
mth and rejoicing. 

Thousands of people after Friday prayers 
on Morch 1, commented on every statement in 
the speech of the President and considered it 
highly beneficial for progress and prosperity of 
the nation- 
Important world news agencies, including 
British Bi^oadcasting Corporation, also covered 
and broadrast the request of President and Pri- 
me Minister Mohammad Daoud for the Af- 
ghan youth for sincere service to the cause of 
welfare and piosperity of the nation, and for the 
realization of the national objectives of Af- 
ghanistan. 

Radio Moscow and the BBC, while comm- 
enting^ on the statements of our national leader, 
quoted the President's remarks that now that 
Afghanistan has become a republic, the youth 
should consider the national interests over iand 
above everything else. 

The world press also welcomed our leader's 
assertion that when the greatest number of 
our people serve their nation with devotion, 
the cause of progresfe of the nation will be serv- 
ed, and the interests of the majority, 'not a sm- 
all sector of the population, will be insured. 
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President Daoud addresses 
officers of Central Garrison 



President and Prime Minister Mohammad 
Daoud, on March 27, participated in the sap- 
ling planting ceremonies, held by the Central 
Q arris on Headquarters at the Garu'son's -gr- 
ounds. 

The ceremonies were also attended by De- 
puty Prime Minister I>r. Mohammad Has-san 
' , Sharq, memebers of the Central Committee, 

some members of the Cabinet, Chief of Gene- 
ral StMf Gen. Abdul Karim Mustaghni, high 
ranking rniiliiary officers and the enVsted men 
of the GarriFon. 

' ■ The ceremonies began after recitation of a 

,, ■ few verses of the Holy Koran, and the welco- 

. ming speech by the commander of the garrison; 

Gen. Ghulam Haider Rasouli. 
■ - At the end of the ceremonies, the leader 

• y ' ; National Revolution, said: 

. ' 'Esteemed friends and colleagues, members 
- - c .; i g^Yid officers of valorous army of Afghanistan: 
" ■ "Thirty four years ago, a unmber of units 

• ■ were put together to form the Central Garris- 
on, and the honour of commanding the force 
was given to me. After the passage of years, to- 
day, I witness that these units, and the youth 
' ' that I had trained to serve for the honour and 

greatness of our dear country, Afghanistan, are 
- .; ■ ■ better organized, and with higher spirit, this gi_ 

■ ves me the greatest pleasure. 

* > "Dear brothers: 

"The duties entrusted to us, entails proble- 
ms and difficulties. As the brave army of Afgh- 



anistan rendered outstanding service in the gr- 
eat Republican Revolution, and succeeded in 
i task, 1 have the full conviction that they will 
refrain from no sacrifice and selflessness in the 
way of progress and prosperity, and preserva- 
tion of the national honour and with the grace 
of God. they will always be successful. 

"I have full belief that the history of Afgh- 
anistan will always value heroism and sacrifice 
of the people who give up everything for their 
country." 

The President added: 

"We have just started discharging our du- 
ties, and have only taken first steps. For the st- 
aibility and consolidation of our new order, sust- 
ained and continues selflessness and sacri- 
fice, and prolonged efforts are essential. 

"I am convinced that when the sons of the 
nation work for the interests of their country, 
and their people, with such conviction, and for 
achievirtg such lofty objectives, our country in 
the guise of efforts and cinviction will succeed. 

"Whether we live to see it or not, the place 
of honour in the history of the country will be 
of those who have served the nation as a worthy 
son of the country should." 

The President in conclusion said: 

"Once again I offer my sincere appreciation 
for the warmest and profound sentiments of 
the officers and men of the Central Garrison, 
and pray to Almighty God for the success of 
all of you in the service to country." 
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President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud addrei^ing 
Information and Culture Direc- 



tf>rs. 



National 
Problems 
Are Not 
Simple Issues 



On January 19, President Mohammed Da- 
oud received the Information and Culture Dir- 

ft 

ectors, of the provinces and told them in a spe- 
ech 'The difficulties faced by the developing 
nations, including Afghanistan, are grave and 
of a continuing nature. If these problems are 

tacided in ot.c or two generations, even then 
the coimtry woujd be fortunate." 

The Information and Culture Minister, Pr- 
of. Dr. Abdul Rahim Nevin was also present. 

In his address our national leader added 
"we and you are the sons of the nation, 
and are well aware of the conditions in . our 
country as those who love their country are 
always ci/nsicous of the pains of the country. 
The person who claims that he can change the 
prevailing conditions by a few words, I think, 
that neither he should entertain such thought 
nor deceive the others." ; 

The President went on "When we talk of 
national problems, we are not discussing a sim- 
ple is[sue which can be solved in a matter of 
days, but overcoming these problems require 
sustained efforts and exertions. Such efforts 
if shortlived would not produce fruitful resu- 
lts. 



"On the one hand, we must continually re- 
main bent on the grave and important national 
obligations^ require from each one of us, and 
on the other bring up the next generation with 
this same spirit of sacrifice." '■ 

The President continued, "If you ask me wh- 
at should we do to remedy our backwardness 
and to effect development of the country, my 
best recommendation is that we must be true 
patriots and cherish our coimtry. We must ma- 
ke this sentiment a part of our whole being. 

''National sentiments for reaching na- 
tional objectives entails the will to 
achieve these and concurrently the preparedn- 
ess to accept the risks involved. If, to reach our 
objective we focus our attention to our objec- 
tive in an absolutist way, our determination is 
faulty. We must take cognisance of all roadb- 
locks and obstacles and the choice we have, 
is the only one of taking the most logical cou- 
rse for reaching our goal." 

The Prcsidet>t said the constituent elements of pros- 
perity if a nation are healthy, consciencious, in- 
formed and patriotic citizens. Without such ci- 
tizens- there is no honored self— reliant nation 
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PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER MOHAMMAD 
DAOUD ASKS IRAQ, IRAN TO MAKE PEACE 



President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud reques- 
ted the heads of state of friend and brother countries of Iran 
and Iraq to take measures so that bloodshed of Muslems on the 
two countries' borders is prevented. 

The Information Department of the Foriegn Affairs said, on 
March 7, that President and Prime Minister Mohammad Dao- 
ud, in telegrams to His Majesty Shahinshah of Iran Mohammad 
Reza shah, and the President of Iraq, Hassan Al Bakr, express- 
ed his own and the people and State of Afganistan's regrets 
over the unhappy incidents that had occured on the borders 



President Daoud Receives Reply 
Message From Shah of Iran 

Following are the highlights of the reply message of His Ma. 
Jesty the Shahinshah of Iran as provided by the Information 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs: 

"It was a pleasure to receive the message of my esteemed 
brother, bearing sentiments of Islamic brotherhood, and farsi- 
ghtedness. 

"Our views confer with those of our esteemed brother on 
the case, and we have alwai^ been, and still are, of the opin- 
ion that solution of differences between nations is only possible 
in an atmosphere of tranquility, and peace. 

"With your grave responsiblities, and with your rich expe- 
rience, you are more profoundly aware than anyone else that 
the policy of the imerial state of Iran rests on the principle th- 
at we should not only live in peace with neighbouring countr- 
ies, but to contribute to the efforts of the people 
of the countries of the region for attaining a better life by way 
of friendship and clojse a|id fruitful cooperation. 

"We are of the opinion that existence of differences betwe. 
en neighbouring countries is not in their interest. Since we dee- 
ply regret shedding of blood among Moslem brothers, we are 
hopeful that the present seasefire is the beginning of a new ch- 
apter in the relations between the two countries." r < o ; 

His Majesty the Shahinshah of Iran, in conclusion of his re- 
ply message, expre^ssed Ms wishes for the health of President 
Mohammad Daoud, for the progress of the Afghan nation and 
added ttat the goodwill efforts of the President, and his effort 
for the progress of Afghanistan, wUl be crowned with success. 
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between Iran and Iraq, and the hope that the conflict between 
the two countries could be resolved in a brotherly and peaceful 
way 

In the light of foresight of the heads of state of brothtr and 
friendly countries of Iran and Iraq, President Daoud also expr- 
essed te wish that measures be taken to prevent the continua- 
tion of bloodshed as soon as possible. 

President and Prime Minister in his telegrams added that 
he is of the opinion that fruitffil efforts for resolving of differe- 
nces will he possible only in a tranquil atmosphere. 



President Receives 

. Reply Message 
From Iraqi Leader 

The reply to the message of 

the President of the State and 
. Prime Minister Mohammad Da- 
oud sent to the heads of the st- 
< ' ate of Iraq and Iran on the arm- 

ed clashes on the borders of the 
two countries sometime ago has 
been received from the Presid- 
ent of Iraq Ahmad Hassan al 
Bakr. The reply mesfsage of His 
Majesty Shahanshah of Iran 
was received earlier. The high- 
lights of the message of the Ir- 
aqi President reported by Info« 
rmation Department of the For- 
eign Ministry are as follow: 

I received your brotherly tele- 
gram wjith extreme respect. I' 
express thanks for your great 
efforts. 

The President of Iraq 

Hassan al Bakr has expressed 
readiness in solving the probl- 
ems through peaceful means 
in ancordance with law and in- 
ternational treaties with due 
consideration to preventing 
bloodshed between the Moslems 
and serving for establishing 
good neighbourly relations bet- 
ween Iraq and Iran. 
At the end I extend my bist 
sincere wishes for my este- 
' emed brother. 



IJie President of tiie State 
and Prime Minister Mohaami- 
ad Daoud received at 11 a m., on 
February 16, the Yugoslavian 
ambassador and Dean of Diplo- 
matic Corps here, Vojo Sobaji, 
whose term of office in Afgha- 
nistan had been comi^^ted. 

The Deputy Froreign Minist- 
er for Political Affairs, Waheed 
Abdullah, was also present. 




President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud, at 12:30 
p.m., on M»reh 6^ we^iveA Mam 
niin«resident Lebanese Amba. 
ssaidor to the Republic of Af- 
ghanistan, Khalil al Khalil, at 
the Gul Khana Presidential 
Palace for a courtesy call. 

at the meeting also 
was Deputy Foreign Minister 
for Political Affairs, Waheed 
Abdullah. 




